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EDITORIAL 


POPE PIUS XII, THE BENEDICTINES, AND THE LITURGY 


seems clear that when the present Holy Father thinks the liturgy, 
and more especially the liturgical movement, thinks also the 
Order St. Benedict, and when speaks the Order St. Bene- 
dict links with the liturgy. the introduction Mediator 
Dei says, “The liturgical movement owed its rise commendable 
private initiative and more particularly the zealous and persistent 
labor several monasteries within the distinguished Order St. Benedict.” 

equally obvious from Mediator Dei that almost often the Pope expresses 
his gratification the spiritual benefits occasioned the liturgical revival, hastens 
voice his grave concern the abuses that have developed along with it. 
derive little satisfaction,” says, “from the wholesome results the move- 
ment described, duty obliges give serious attention this revival ad- 
vocated some quarters, and take proper steps preserve the onset from ex- 
cess outright perversion. Indeed, though are sorely grieved note, the 
one hand, that there are places where the spirit, understanding practice the sacred 
liturgy defective, all but inexistent, observe with considerable anxiety and 
some misgiving that elsewhere certain enthusiasts, over eager their search for novelty, 
are straying beyond the path sound doctrine and prudence. Not seldom, fact, 
they interlard their plans and hopes for revival the sacred liturgy with principles 
which compromise this holiest causes theory practice, and sometimes even taint 
with errors touching Catholic faith and ascetical doctrine.” The Holy Father had 
expressed himself similarly few weeks earlier the occasion the celebration 
the fourteenth centenary the death Saint Benedict when said the Benedic- 
tine Abbots assembled the Basilica Saint Paul, Rome, September 18, 1947: 
“No small praise due you for the great diligence and care that you give the 
sacred liturgy. Here, however, there can sin excess. Some can found who 
extol excess the liturgical forms antiquity whilst they easily despise later forms 
and hold contempt private and popular devotions.” 

What are the liturgical errors and excesses the Holy Father deplores? reading 
Mediator Dei shows that they are the following: the neglect belittling private 
devotions, what calls “subjective” piety (28); the unauthorized 
introduction novel liturgical practices the modification old ones (58 and 59); 
“the revival obsolete rites out harmony with prevailing laws and rubrics” 
and 61); use the vernacular the celebration the august Eucharistic Sacri- 
fice” (59); transfer certain the deletion texts the Old 
Testament from approved prayer-books (59); the desire restore the altar its primi- 
tive table form (62); the attempt exclude black color for the liturgical vestments 
(62); the prohibition sacred images and statues churches (62); crucifixes de- 
signed “that the Divine Redeemer’s Body shows trace His cruel sufferings” 
the rejection “polyphonic music singing parts, even when conforms regula- 
tions issued the Holy See” (62); certain exaggerations regard the laity’s par- 
ticipation the celebration Holy Mass (95); excessive insistence the laity’s use 


the missal the omission thanksgiving after Mass (123); the closing churches 
during the hours when liturgical function going (176); and the omission visits 
the Blessed Sacrament and the neglect confessions devotion and devotion 
the Blessed Virgin (176). 

While Benedictines may rightly rejoice that their manner life and tradition 
commit them full observance the liturgy with all its spiritual richness, and while 
they justly take pleasure the credit the Holy Father gives them for their part the 
liturgical revival, they should heed very seriously the warnings contained Mediator 
Dei and strive their practice and their example and influence promote this 
“holiest causes” perfect conformity with the mind the Church. 

Bonaventure Schwinn, 


WHO’S WHO AMONG OUR 
Rev. Damian Cummins, O.S.B., Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri, who 
possesses wealth local historical data well Benedictine perspective, presents 
the story the founding his abbey. received his master’s degree from St. Louis 
University, where made study the Catholics the Platte Purchase Missouri, 
and also studied for three years Sant’ Anselmo, Rome. present doing pas- 
toral duty Solon Sioux County, North Dakota. 
Sister Mary Frederick Eggleston, C.S.C., President Dunbarton College Holy Cross, 
Washington, D.C., sees the growing consciousness the community college idea 
challenge Catholic educators. Drawing upon rich background training and 
experience, Sister realistically faces problems education. Prior her appointment 
Dunbarton College, she was President St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, 
Miss Agnes Fay, who assistant librarian Mount St. Scholastica College, brings 
wealth experience and travel her librarianship. She took graduate work Colum- 
bia University and Kansas State Teachers College, and attended lectures Oxford. 
Edward Henry, instructor political science and economics Mount St. Scholastica 
college, graduate St. John’s University, Minnesota, and Oblate St. Benedict 
with that institution. pursued graduate study Harvard 
and holds two master’s degrees from the University Chicago. 
Rev. Theodore Leuterman, O.S.B., Socius Clerics and Professor Dogma and 
Scripture the School Theology St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, Kansas. re- 
ceived the degree Doctor Sacred Theology from Sant’ Anselmo Rome, 1941. 
Sister Margretta Nathe, O.S.B., Dean Residence the College St. Benedict, 
St. Joseph, Minnesota. Before her appointment this fall that office she was director 
publicity the college and instructor the Department German. She studied 
the University Toronto and has master’s degree from that institution. 
Miss Mary Catherine Render, now assistant the Department English Mar- 
quette University, was graduated from Mount St. Scholastica College 1945. 
Oblate St. Benedict affiliated with St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, Kansas. 
Sister Anthony Wagner, O.S.B., member the Benedictine community, St. Joseph, one 
Minnesota, where she Mistress the Scholasticate and instructor the religion and 
hilosophy department the college. She received master’s degree Religious 
ducation last spring from the Catholic University America. 
All other contributors are members the community Mount St. Scholastica, Atchi- 


son, Kansas. 
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The Office Abbot Primate 


Teresa Ann O.S.B. 


dedicated the Most Reverend 

Bernard Kaelin, O.S.B., Abbot 
Primate the Benedictine Order, who 
visiting religious houses the United 
States and Canada, and was the guest 
Mount St. Scholastica December 7-8. 
Abbot Kaelin’s visit America focuses 
attention upon the significance the 
office Abbot Primate the light 
Benedictine history, traditions, and ideals 
and upon the distinguished men who 
have been elected serve that capacity. 

Abbot Bernard the third Primate, 
having succeeded the Most Reverend 
Fidelis von Stotzingen, who died Janu- 
ary 1947. The esteemed Dom Hilde- 
brand Hemptinne was the first Bene- 
dictine hold the primatial office. Four 
European centers monastic culture and 
learning are linked with these illustrious 
sons St. Benedict Beuron Ger- 
many, Maredsous Belgium, Maria- 
Laach the Rhineland, and Muri Gries 
Italy. 

Pope Leo XIII created 1893 the 
office Abbot Primate which, far 
Benedictine and ideals are con- 
cerned, was unique the history the 
Order. The Holy Father saw that such 
office would unite the various Benedic- 
tine congregations throughout the world 
and would make their influence more 
potent. Moreover realized that should 
one man delegated represent the 
whole Order, would simplify relations 
between the Holy See and the numerous 
houses and congregations scattered far 
and wide. The Abbot Primate 


issue the Benedictine Review 


effect the official representative the 
Holy Father all Black Monk Benedic- 
tine congregations. 

According Abbot Butler the Bene- 
dictines not constitute order the 
usual acceptance that term. Unlike 
the Dominicans, the Franciscans, and the 
Jesuits, the Benedictines are not “great 
centralized international religious” Order. 
Each religious house entity. 
dictine Abbot Butler says, 
“lies the strength strong abbeys.” 
Cardinal Gasquet, discerning student 
history, asserts: results achieved 
the monastic order have not been ob- 
tained the exercise power, but 
influence. Their action upon society 
was that personal influence, not that 
the impersonal agency the state.” 

While each Benedictine house today, 
times past, autonomous and pos- 
sesses individual characteristics, 
pressive national temperament 
local needs, the idea confederation 
monastic families accordance with 
Benedictine history and traditions. 
the suggestion the Holy See,monasteries 
organized into congregations the four- 
teenth century, and this system feder- 
ation remains the present time. Such 
plan safeguards the individual com- 
munity from abuses which might prove 
detrimental monastic observance and 
the same time insures the preservation 
family life. While each congregation 
empowered elect its own abbot 
president who the first three ordinary 
abbatial visitators, invested with certain 
judicial functions and powers, has 
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immediate jurisdiction over individual 
monasteries within the congregation. St. 
Benedict entrusted this prerogative 
the abbot, the father the monastic 
family. The abbot president must 
informed, however, the condition 
each monastery within the congregation, 
since obliged send report every 
five years concerning the moral and 
material state his congregation the 
Abbot Primate, “‘so that the condition 
the entire order may known him.” 

The office the Abbot Primate does 
not correspond that general 
other Orders, nor the position the 
abbot president analogous that 
provincial. the spirit the Rule the 
plenitude authority invested 
the abbot each monastery, who 
supposed hold the place Christ 
the monastery” (Holy Rule, ch. 2). 
The position the Abbot Primate, 
intended Pope Leo XIII and defined 
the Congregation Bishops and 
Regulars, one pre-eminence. While 
ordinarily not officially exercising juris- 
diction, except over the international 
Benedictine College Sant’ Anselmo 
Rome, which Abbot, the Primate 
potent influence Benedictine life. 

Concerned with the welfare the 
whole Order the Abbot Primate, the 
words Dom Cuthbert Butler, has 
and inevitably come em- 
ployed the Roman Congregations 
the ordinary consultor Benedictine 
affairs; that Benedictine businesses 
usually pass through his hands, and his 
votum likely carry great weight and 
even decisive all Benedictine 
cases Rome.” concerned with 
rescripts, dispensations well with 
privileges granted the Order. word 
the intermediary between the Holy 
Father and various Benedictine units. 
the friend all Benedictines, the 
abbot pre-eminent, who, according St. 
Benedict, accommodate himself 
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variety characters,” help steer 
their course and destinies, ever mindful 
that him entrusted “the care 
infirm souls, not despotism over the 
strong.” (Holy Rule, ch.27) 

While historical document testifies 
St. Benedict’s modification his Rule 
for nuns, tradition associates his name 
and Rule with that his twin sister 
Scholastica. the history the Order, 
the Rule itself well prescriptions 
and regulations concerning monks have 
have been wisely and fruitfully adapted 
communities women. The Congre- 
gation St. Scholastica, the first one 
its kind, for Benedictine Sisters Amer- 
ica, modeled upon that the American- 
Cassinese congregation men. 


AMERICA 


The Benedictine convents America 
owe debt gratitude the abbots 
primate for their guidance and persistent 
efforts organizing them into congrega- 
tions and gaining for them papal juris- 
diction. Once the congregation St. 
Scholastica was approved and its Consti- 
tution and Declarations confirmed 
1930, other congregations Benedictine 
Sisters were established, the Congrega- 
tion St. Gertrude the Great 1937, 
and the Congregation St. Benedict 
1947. The present issue the 
tine Review carries the story the found- 
ing the Congregation St. 
historical account the foundations 
and development the Congregation 
St. Scholastica appeared this Review 
July, 1946. The Congregations 
Scholastica and St. Gertrude differ from 
that the newly-organized 
St. Benedict and the recently formed 
priories the Benedictine Sisters Per- 
petual Adoration, stemming from the 
Convent Clyde, Missouri. The older 
congregations consist federation 
original motherhouses, whereas the newer 
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units established priories, virtually form- 
ing congregation, from the motherhouse 
which they were originally part. 

was largely through the personal in- 
fluence the abbots primate, who had 
visited the United States and understood 
the peculiar problems and the special 
type apostolic work which the Sis- 
ters are engaged, that the Holy See was 
induced grant the convents America 
the right and privilege organizing 
congregation under papal jurisdiction. 
congregation Benedictine Sisters 
not observing strict enclosure was with- 
out precedent. The Benedictine Sisters 
this country could classed canoni- 
cally neither Moniales nor Sorores, 
and this constituted real problem. 

Although the plan for the congregation 
was initiated during the lifetime 
Abbot Primate Hildebrand, was the 
work his successor, Abbot Fidelis, 
who person presented the schema 
His Holiness, Pope Benedict XV. While 
the Holy Father died before giving final 
approval the congregation, was, 
the words Abbot Fidelis, writing 
the late Abbot Martin Veth St. Bene- 
dict’s Abbey, Atchison, “the great work 
Benedict XV, who through his de- 
termined personal action solved unsur- 
passable difficulties and introduced 
happy solution this matter.” Repeat- 
edly his correspondence with Abbot 
Martin concerning the congregation, 
Abbot Primate Fidelis makes such re- 
marks shall take energetic steps 
the matter.” 

The work for Benedictine Sisters 
America only one the many services 
rendered the abbots primate. Each 
congregation could tell its own story 
paternal interest, rights, and privileges 

through the Abbot Primate, 
the Father all Benedictines. 

biographical sketch the three 
primates the Order, while contributing 
nothing way information those 
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versed Benedictine history, may serve 
complete this brief account the 
office Abbot Primate and the men 
singled out for that distinction. 


Dom 
First 


1893 Pope Leo XIII appointed Dom 
Hildebrand Hemptinne, Abbot 
Maredsous, the first Abbot Primate. 
Felix Hemptinne, was known be- 
fore his entrance into religion, was born 
Ghent, June 10, 1849, pious and dis- 
tinguished parents. the age sixteen 
was serving zouave the Papal 
army Rome and numbered among 
his friends, Victor Mousty and Jules 
Desclée, who were also soldiers Pius 
IX’s little army. The latter being 
wounded skirmish near Subiaco was 
cared for the monks the famous 
abbey that name. Out gratitude 
St. Benedict and the monks for their part 
his recovery, Jules promised found 
Benedictine monastery his native 
Belgium. about the same time Felix 
Hemptinne, who had recollection 
ever having seen Benedictine, re- 
ceived call the monastic life. With 
the advice his father, Comte Hemp- 
tinne, entered the Abbey Beuron. 

While happy his new religious home 
Beuron, Dom Hildebrand sometimes 
yearned for his native land and prayed 
that Benedictine house might 
lished his beloved Belgium. 
from his old friend, Victor Mousty, 
formed him that the Desclée family had 
recently purchased property Mared- 
sous, one the most scenic areas Bel- 
gium. Desclée and his sons spent 
the summer this beautiful resort and 
desired that chapel built that 
they might enjoy the privilege daily 
Mass. The enthusiastic Mousty saw 
this request opportunity for Bene- 
dictine foundation Maredsous. 
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begged the recently-ordained Dom Hilde- 
brand interest his abbot the project. 

comparatively short time the whole 
plan was arranged and priory establish- 
ed. 1872, the Feast St. Teresa, 
Dom Hildebrand sang the first Mass. 
Some years later splendid church was 
erected and solemnly consecrated. Mared- 
sous became abbey, and Dom Placid 
Wolter, brother the archabbot 
Beuron, its first abbot. Arch- 
abbot Maurus Wolter died his 
brother was unanimously elected his 
successor, while Dom Hildebrand was 
chosen Abbot Maredsous. Having re- 
ceived the solemn abbatial blessing 
Monte Cassino from the hands Car- 
dinal Sanfelice, O.S.B., Archbishop 
Naples, Dom Hildebrand returned 
Maredsous take his new duties. 
Three years later became Primate 
the Benedictine Order. 

Abbot Hildebrand had his command 
not only executive ability but was en- 
dowed with artistic talent and genius 
for architecture. During his administra- 
tion Maredsous, established two 
important foundations, the School 
Arts and Crafts, associated with the 
abbey, which won international fame and 
whose students were the recipients 
many medals and other awards, and the 
convent St. Scholastica Maredret, 
over which his sister Dame Cecilia 
Hemptinne presided abbess. One 
his distinguished achievements was the 
and execution the great 
Abbey Sant’ Anselmo the Aventine, 
which today one the most imposing 
houses study the Eternal City. 

Primate, Abbot Hildebrand stimu- 
lated intellectual endeavor establishing 
the Monastery Mont Caesar 
primarily intended house 
studies for Benedictines attending the 
great Catholic University there. The 
personal friend two successive pontiffs, 
Pope Leo XIII and Pope Pius Dom 


Hildebrand did all his power promote 
the plans the one, regard the uni- 
fication Benedictines throughout the 
world, and further the wishes the 
other, the matter sacred music and 
Gregorian chant. further scholarly 
achievement encouraged inter- 
national meeting Abbots President 
held Rome, 1907, the appointment 
Commission deal with the Vulgate. 

1909, the great grief his own 
monks, Dom Hildebrand, because his 
heavy duties Primate, was obliged 
resign Abbot Maredsous. 1911 
his health began fail and May 13, 
1913, Abbot Fidelis was elected his coad- 
jutor. The artist, the scholar, the monk, 
the saintly prelate Dom Hildebrand 
Hemptinne died August 13, 1913, the 
the age 64, the 43rd year his 
monastic profession, having served 
Abbot Primate for more than years. 
His dying words were: “Jesus, Jesus, all 
for love Thee.” 


FIDELIS 
STOTZINGEN 


Abbot Fidelis von Stotzingen, second 
Primate the Confederated Congrega- 
tions the Benedictine Order, visited the 
United States 1926, and spent con- 


siderable time Atchison. was 
classmate and lifelong friend the late 
Abbot Martin St. Benedict’s Abbey. 
While Atchison, visiting St. Benedict’s 
and Mount St. Scholastica Convent, 
Father Abbot Primate Fidelis celebrated 
his silver jubilee abbot. 


Dom Fidelis was born Steisslingen, 
Baden, May 1871, family who 
could boast least one saint, his 
patron, Saint Fidelis Sigmaringen. 
The future Abbot Primate, realizing 
vocation the religious life, entered the 
Abbey Beuron, not far from his home. 
Shortly after his ordination, was ap- 
pointed prefect clerics his monastery, 
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while the same time taught the 
theological school Beuron. Octo- 
ber 31, 1901, sacrcely four years after his 
ordination, was elected abbot 
the famous monastery Maria-Laach, 
fill the abbatial throne left vacant 
the appointment Abbot Willibrord 
the episcopal see Metz. 

Abbot Fidelis ruled the picturesque 
monastery Maria-Laach with zeal, 
earnestness, and suavity. Through his 
talent, industry, and holiness 
further contributed the religious and 
cultural endowment the goo year-old 
abbey, known throughout Europe for its 
scholarship and sanctity. Under his 
wise and inspirational management the 
abbey continued center reli- 
gious activity, having far-reaching 
effect upon the people Germany. 
1926 Pope Pius raised the abbey 
church the dignity Minor Basilica. 
was with reluctance that Abbot Fidelis 
left his beloved Maria-Laach 1913 for 
Sant’ Anselmo serve Primate the 
Benedictine Order. 

During his long reign years, for 
was re-elected the twelve-year office 
1925, and again 1937, Abbot Primate 
Fidelis endeared himself Benedictines 
all over the world. was diplomat, 
spiritual leader who thoroughly grasped 
and safeguarded the fundamental prin- 
ciples Benedictine life, government, 
and polity. Loyal God, the Church, 
and his Order, died January 1947, 
fortified with the last rites the Church 
and the special blessing his friend, 
Pope Pius XII. Not the least among 
his accomplishments for the Order was 
the recognition and papal sanction ob- 
tained for the Congregation St. Scho- 
lastica. the Benedictine Sisters 
America was reality the Abbot 
Fidelis, semper fidelis championing 
their interests and procuring for them the 
stability and harmony essential 
Benedictine life. 
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The present Primate, the Most Rever- 
end Bernard Kaelin, was elected that 
office September 17, 1947, the Con- 
gress Benedictine Abbots held 
Rome. man varied experiences 
spiritual, scholarly, and educational lines, 
Abbot Bernard well qualified meet 
the many problems which are integral 
part his important office. Born 
Einsiedeln, March 21, 1887, entered 
the novitiate Muri Gries, Bolzano, 

Italy 1908. Professed October 
1909, was ordained the priesthood, 
October 18, 1912. 

Having received his doctorate philo- 
sophy Freiburg, Switzerland, Dom 
Kaelin taught philosophy the abbey 
college Saren, Switzerland. From 


1929 1945, when waselected Abbot 
Muri Gries, was Rector the Can- 
tonal College Saren. For many years 
was member the committee 
secondary schools Switzerland and 
1943 was chosen President 
College rectors. Besides being educa- 
tor, Abbot Bernard philosopher dis- 
tinction, the author several books and 
numerous articles, which have appeared 
philosophical periodicals. His two 
volume work, Logik Metaphysik und 


Ethik, standard text all the Catholic Hig 
colleges Switzerland. olics 

Benedictines every land rejoiced 
when was announced that Abbot catic 
Bernard Kaelin had been elected Primate. 
Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, showed 
his approval significant manner. the 
For the first time his pontificate 
visited the Benedictine Basilica St. 
Paul’s, where Mass thanksgiving was “Hig 
celebrated Cardinal Schuster, Arch- 
bishop Milan, the only Benedictine educ 
now member the Sacred College. ever 
Fifteen cardinals, thirty bishops, and 
one hundred and thirty abbots were pre- 
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the earnest invitation the Abbots 
the United States and car provided 
them, Abbot Bernard touring North 
America and becoming acquainted with 
all the Benedictine houses represents 
his official position Primate the 
Benedictine Order. Before returning 
Rome, Father Abbot Primate will visit 
the Benedictine Sisters Mexico City, 
Mexico, missionary enterprise the 
local Benedictine community Mount 
Scholastica. 

Abbot Bernard expressed his satisfac- 
tion with the work the monks and nuns 
the United States are doing wide 
and varied fields. encouraged them 
continue their activity education 
and works intellectual nature since 
both are needed today and are well 
adapted monastic ideals. True, re- 


marked, St. Benedict urged his monks 
labor, but the spirit the Rule and the 
exigencies the time demand that 
great part that labor today the 
intellectual order. the same time the 
Abbot Primate exhorted the Benedic- 
tines America exemplify their own 
lives the three great lessons the Rule— 
the family character monastic life, the 
primacy prayer and worship, and the 
careful integration all other activities 
with that prayer life. The remark 
Dom Hildebrand Hemptinne one 
his visitations, come not visita- 
tor, whose chief duty look, but 
father whose great duty 
might well have been uttered Abbot 
Primate Bernard. Such the impression 
made upon his spiritual children 
his recent visit the United States. 


The Community College the Report the 
President’s Commission Higher Education 


HATEVER action, any, 
taken Congress the Report 
the President’s Commission 

Higher Education, all educators, Cath- 
especially included, should famil- 
with its recommendations and impli- 
None the topics with which 
the report deals more interesting, per- 
tinent, and provocative than the idea 
the “community 

The members the Commission ap- 
pointed President Truman assert: 
“Higher education America should in- 
clude variety institutional forms and 
programs, that what- 
point any student leaves school, 
will fitted, within the limits his 
mental capacity and educational level, 


for abundant and productive life 
person, worker, and (Vol. 
67). The Commission therefore 
recommends that “Public education 
through the fourteenth year schooling 
made available, tuition free, all 
Americans able and willing receive it, 
regardless race, creed, color, sex, 
economic social status,” (Vol. 
and the number community col- 
leges increased and their activities 
multiplied” (Vol. 6). 

The community college, envisioned 
the Commission, enriched and 
expanded form the junior college 
have known America for about 
the past twenty-five years. The Com- 
mission, however, prefers the name com- 
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munity college that junior college 
because the broader implications 
the term. The proposed community col- 
lege adds the traditional junior college 
course terminal curriculum semi- 
professional and vocational character, 
well rich and varied courses for 
adults possessed intellectual curiosity 
and desire for learning and training 
various kinds. 


Term Community 


The term community, too, connotes the 
dominant feature the college, namely 
its intimate relation the life and needs 
the local group. Its purpose 
serve the entire community, young and 
old; that is, meet the total post-high 
school needs the district. stated 
the Report, the Commission recommends, 
important element the equaliza- 
tion educational opportunity, the 
establishment countless free public 
community colleges, which would offer 
courses general education, both ter- 
minal and transfer value, vocational 
courses suitably related local needs; 
and adult educational programs varied 
character (Vol. 5). 

Such unit seems natural de- 
velopment the history American 
education. the early part the 
present century, high-school education 
was privilege this country; now most 
students have had some secondary school- 
ing and more than one-half our people 
graduate from high school. “The com- 
plex demands social, civic, and family 
life call for lengthened period general 
education for ever larger numbers 
young people. Moreover, the postpone- 


ment vocational choices till after high 
school wise cases increasing 
proportion immature youths, thus call- 
ing for post-high school vocational train- 
ing for many” (Vol. III, pp. Final- 
ly, adults are desiring more and more 
continue their education. 
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The Commission set one form for 
the organization the community col- 
lege. The only requirement that 
local that students need not leave home, 
may even offer four years work 
beyond that the high school. Most 
probably will stop the end the 
fourteenth year, and this case 
closely articulated with the high school. 
now organized, most community col- 
leges are administered co-operation 
with the high school. Another organiza- 
tion, seemingly especially favored the 
Commission the 6-4-4 plan, the high 
school taking over the seventh, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth grades and the com- 
munity college the general education pro- 
gram from the eleventh through the four- 
teenth year (Vol. 12). 

The community college will pub- 
licly provided, tuitionless link between 
the free high school and the senior college, 
university, professional school. Liberal 
arts colleges are not requested drop 
their first two years because the estab- 
lishment the new unit, but they may 
they wish become primarily senior col- 
leges. the judgment the Com- 
mission the liberal arts college firmly 
founded American tradition that 
has nothing fear from the community 
college. The assertion even made that 
experience proves that the community 
college increases intellectual curiosity and 
stimulates desire and ambition for 
knowledge such extent that all in- 
stitutions higher learning are benefited 
(Vol. 70). 

The community college thus stands 
the local center learning, offering both 
day and evening courses youths and 
adults with without the restrictions 
admissions, credits, and the like tradi- 
tional formal college work. Geared 
the needs and wishes the local com- 
munity, its activities may range from 
riveting Russian, and from courses for 
bellboys and taxicab drivers 
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ping” for Harvard. will all things 
all community men. Thus will 
stimulate and keep alive intellectual curi- 


and zest for learning every 


mind matter what the financial 
status, and supposed improve the 
lives all the community both “as in- 
dividuals and citizens” (Vol. 69). 


CurRICULUM FOR THE New 


The curriculum for the community 
college will retain the pattern used the 
junior colleges the past corresponding 
the freshman and sophomore years 
the liberal arts college and preparing for 
program concentration that insti- 
tution, the university, the professional 
school. addition the Commission 
emphatically recommends terminal pro- 
grams for those who will not continue 
college long enough graduate from 
four-year program. These so-called 
terminal curricula should contain both 
courses general education and some 
effective vocational semi-professional 
training. There especial need the 
country for trained medical secretaries, 
recreational leaders, hotel and restaurant 
managers, aviators, salesmen, photog- 
raphers, 
cians various kinds. 


The establishment many com- 
munity colleges will create need for 
more teachers, the training whom will 
added and special facilities, since 
the curriculum the community college 
calls for some unique teaching abilities. 
For such position person needs 
“understanding the community, in- 
sight into the total public school program 
and background the special pro- 
fessional problems the community col- 
lege (Vol. IV, pp. 25-26). obtain 
such training least two years gradu- 
ate study, including rich internship, 
should sufficient for the present, but 
the Commission recommends that soon 


this period emergency over, 
richer program training provided. 


The qualities characteristics the 
community college are sketched the 
Report follows: 

should solidly established, sound- 
financed, and well attended; that is, 
the recommendation not simply that 
more and more small, inadequately 


financed schools should built (Vol. 
70). 

order make them efficient teach- 
ing units, advised that frequent sur- 
veys made the community that 
the college can adapt its program the 
education needs the local full-time 
students both the field general and 
that vocational training. this 
end there must effective relations set 
between the college and the parents 
well between the college and cultural, 
civic, industrial and labor groups. 


FINANCE AND CONTROL 


How shall these community colleges 
financed? Much the support expect- 
come from the local communities 
that they serve. The State then will aid 
with whatever funds are necessary. 
the public high school today, the com- 
munity college tomorrow will tui- 
tionless; even the four-year community 
college, the first two years should provide 
free education (Vol. II, 2). 


Another the problems met 
this extensive program community 
board might set administer each 
community college; the local school 
Board, the State Board Education 
State Board Regents might manage it. 


According the mind the Commis- 
sion, these schools will both public and 
private, but mostly the former. 
will mainly local regional scope, 
but they should fit into carefully plan- 
ned comprehensive State-wide system 
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education (Vol. 67). Since some 
the community colleges will necessarily 
small, such planning necessary 
avoid expensive duplication and provide 
training for each vocation somewhere 
the State. 


one pattern control emphasized 
nor advised for all the States. rec- 
ommended that study should made 
each State committee representing 
probably the State Board Education, 
the public schools, each institution 
higher education both public and private 
the State, and interested laymen. 
This group should determine first all 
the location the community college, 
the bases such location being always 
efficiency and economy and not any 
largest possible proportion qualified 
young people, yet should small 
enough administer efficiently. Though 
all colleges need not provide identical pro- 
grams, yet among them should found 
practically all types training; State 
authority should decide where place 
the highly specialized programs (Vol. 


The requirement for State approval 
will extend what each college shall in- 
clude its curricula and the policies un- 
der which student from any section 
the State shall have equal chance enter 
any institution the State offering the 
curriculum desired him but not given 
his local community college. 


Federal aid should given when neces- 
sary the establishment these numer- 
ous community colleges, but only those 
under public control (Vol. pp. 56, 62). 
Incidentally, the Commission advocates 
the setting strong federal Depart- 
ment Education care for the appor- 
tionment such funds well for its 
other educational recommendations (Vol. 


Page Fourteen 


PRIVATE 
ScHOOLS 


The Commission 
both the junior colleges and the four-year 
colleges under private and church aus- 
pices have ample opportunity re- 
lated the movement improve the 
program the thirteenth and fourteenth 
years (Vol. 11). expected that 
some new church-related community col- 
leges may established, that some the 
present four-year privately controlled 
colleges may find advantageous stress 
work the junior college level, and that 
some may even discontinue expensive 
senior college work (Vol. III, 11). 

assumed, though, that while the 
publicly controlled community colleges 
will experience mushroom growth all 
over the country (Vol. 2), the enroll- 
ment private institutions will remain 
the 1946-1947 level (Vol. pp. 13). 
Moreover, though the private and church- 
related colleges shall considered 
State-wide planning, public funds shall 
not used support sectarian educa- 
tion (Vol. 11). hoped that 
the privately controlled colleges will 
all their power keep costs stu- 
dents low economically possible. 
Insofar they charge higher fees and 
make impossible for those lower- 
income brackets attend, the private 
schools create serious political, social, and 
educational class division. way 
then open,” say the members the Com- 
mission, “to the creation and perpetua- 
tion class society which has place 
the American way life” (Vol. 


23). 


Implications for Catholic Education 


There doubt that the recent war 
has shown the need for thinking and 
understanding people; they are required 
for personal and national security well 
for world union and peace. Only edu- 
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cation, good education, can produce such 
people. With the assertion, therefore, 
that enriched education the 
fourteenth year schooling should 
made available, tuition free, all Ameri- 
cans able and willing receive it, regard- 
less race, creed, color, sex, economic 
social status” (Vol. 3), can 
scarcely disagree. may even devout- 
desire that might able provide 
such education without fees can the 
public colleges supported our taxes. 

That the public school system should 
expand the thirteenth and fourteenth 
year the natural development ex- 
pected the history American educa- 
tion. the writer that the only 
any rate the chief reason for opposing 
the plan would our own vested in- 
terests, not very worthy motive. 

cannot discard fees entirely, 
implication for this Report that 
should make strenuous effort see 
that all American Catholic youth, able 
and willing receive it, should receive 
education our schools and colleges 
possible. Let keep our charges 
minimum; let increase the utmost 
the number our scholarships, student 
loans, and outright grants-in-aid; let 
renew our devotion our Christ-ideal 
service rather than sell our lives and our 
vision for material profit. 

Commission that there differentiated 
programs the thirteenth and fourteenth 
year school, the end that all 
accommodated whatever their ability, 
desire, age (Vol. 67). One the 
great problems for the administrator 
the Catholic college the insistence 
students upon admission even when these 
same students lack the ability 
standard college work. Willing re- 
ceive further training and capable be- 
coming fine American citizens, they 
have point calling for Catholic post- 

(Continued page thirty-six) 


St. Gertrude, Saint 
Joy 


Germany, St. Gertrude lived 

and died. attempting study 
her life easier discover what she 
was than what she did. For she spent 
all but her first five years the communi- 
Helfta, and her contribution the 
“greatest centuries” lay only the 
richness her interior life. cloister- 
Benedictine nun, she indeed studied 
and perhaps translated sacred and pro- 
fane literature. Whether she taught the 
little girls, who like herself came the 
convent “alumnate,” has not been re- 
corded. 

But there matter enough what 
St. Gertrude “was.” The intimate friend 
Christ, she actually saw Him almost 
continuously during twenty her forty- 
Four centuries before St. 
Margaret Mary, she learned devotion 
the Sacred Heart and conversed with St. 
John the Evangelist about the Sacred 
Humanity. Her contemplative life she 
revealed the three books which relate 
the wonders God worked ‘her soul. 
Her language the language the litur- 
gy; her spiritual experiences grow out 
her participation the prayer life her 
convent. She discusses antiphons and 
responses with the saints and with the 
Mother God. She pre-eminently 
saint joy and answer the ques- 
tion, would life like one 
actually made complete surrender the 
prayer life the Church?” 


centuries ago convent 
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St. Gertrude’s life seems prove that 
Her sanctity the story the applica- 
tion two quotations from the gospel 
St. John: “If anyone love Me, let him 
keep commandments,” and “If any- 
one love Me, Father will love him, 
and shall come him and make our 
abode with him.” St. Gertrude believed 
those statements and acted upon them. 
every line her writings there evi- 
dence that she obeyed the commandments 
and the Benedictine rule out love, and 
that God indeed came her and made 
His abode with her. Although she tasted 
the spiritual aridities which commonly 
try the saints, her acceptance Christ’s 
promises seems have kept her heart 
constantly with the unspeak- 
able sweetness love.” proves, 
many writers tell us, that the spirit 
the Gospel and the spirit Benedict are 
one. 

“She thoroughly Benedictine,” says 
Father Faber. spirit breadth, 
spirit liberty, that the Catholic 
spirit; and was eminently the badge 
the old Benedictine ascetic.” 

The joy God which St. Gertrude 
found the theme her office. She 
shares with few saints the distinction 
separate antiphons Vespers and Lauds, 
and there the liturgy her feast 
the tone the Canticle Canticles. 
She the beloved the Bridegroom. 
And her office would seem point an- 
other lesson her life the delight 
which God has being with the children 
men, for Vespers for her feast opens 
with the chant, “In corde Gertrudis in- 
venietis Me.” 

St. Gertrude tells one how become 
saint; her writings are exercises sanc- 
tity, not guides it. Two fruits her 
life for twentieth-century readers may, 
however, suggested. The first seems 
that the saint representative 
what every Benedictine nun should be; 
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the second, that the joy her life typi- 
cal the joy*to which every truly faith- 
ful Christian has right. 

The Saint different not indivi- 
dual but because she completely the 
Benedictine. She seems the type the 
perfectly 
Christ called her. She answered, and be- 
cause she answered completely she be- 
gan receive her reward earth 
series wonderful experiences grace. 
Her life seems indicate that God does 
not withhold His graces when there 
obstacle life grace and 
glory the same,” says Alfred Barrett, 
S.J. Because the degree Gertrude’s 
correspondence with grace was high, 
the degree glory began sooner for her 
than does for most people. 

The way the Gospels and the 
Benedictine Rule was St. Gertrude’s way 
sanctity. There list methods 
follow; record great penances 
imitate. She pursued the path grace 
along which Christ led her, and her life 
summons others follow similarly the 
mysterious way upon which God leads 
each soul. Hers the story another 
saint who said, “Yes,” God and meant 
it. That all there her life, far 
The rest the story 
God’s answer her 

completely St. Gertrude type 
the Benedictine living her vocation 
perfectly, that she seems bear sin- 
gular personality her own. She does 
not stand out, St. Teresa does, firmly 
etched the record history in- 
dividual. Her personality merged 
Christ’s, who said St. Mechtilde, “In 
the heart Gertrude you will find Me.” 

Biographers tell that the saint had 
talented and sensitive nature and 
early, natural, and singular capacity for 
winning hearts, which grew power 
she grew grace. She belongs the 
list the loving saints whom God seems 
have made light the ages with 
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view the joy possessed the children 
God. She not gay like St. Philip 
Neri, nor versatile like Don Bosco. She 
amiable, tender, considerate Christ 
when fed the multitude and changed 
the water into wine. 

Her charity was love word but 
deed.” old Sister loses her needle 
the twilight evening recreation. 
Gertrude prays, and found. Now 
the loss needle not ordinarily 
occasion for prayer. But St. Gertrude 
loved others with the same realism with 
which she loved God, daily and actually. 
inconvenience was being suffered 
the loser the needle. God knew where 
was and would help. Therefore she 
asked Him. 

Besides being typical what Benedic- 
life should be, Gertrude’s life follows 
pattern which should typical the 
faithful Christian. There abrupt 
conversion. She goes, after her baptism, 
from virtue virtue. The beautiful 
story her almost constant visions after 
the age twenty-five reads like the 
Canticle Canticles like parts 
John’s vision the Apocalypse. 
the way every Christian meant 
travel baptism, growth grace, obe- 
dience the commandments, election, 
love for love, union. 

The incidents her life are all enclosed 
the message teaches. Born January 
1256, Germany, she was placed the 
age five what was called the alumnate 
Helfta, Benedictine convent then 
governed Abbess Gertrude Hacke- 
born. St. Mechtilde, then charge 
the alumnate, became her special friend 
and confidante. Gertrude went from the 
alumnate the community life and 
lived Benedictine nun until her forty- 
sixth forty-seventh year, when she 
died November 1301 1302. 

all her thirty convent years her life 
was the regular life, her prayer the prayer 


the liturgy. Her sanctity thus the 
fruit the contemplation and spirit 
penance nurtured the Divine Office. 
Her heart was most deeply concerned 
with those great devotions the Church: 
prayer for the souls purgatory, for the 
conversion sinners, and for the greater 
sanctification souls consecrated God. 

The fruits her prayer and union with 
God come down succeeding genera- 
tions through her writings and through 
the Office her feast. Her writings are 
contained three books. the first, 
Legatus Divinae Pietatis, the second part 
her own, the remainder having been 
compiled her community Helfta. 
The Exercises St. Gertrude reveal the 
intensity her spiritual life, the simplici- 
her faith, and the solidarity her 
devotion. she seen the child 
the Church, adoring the Holy Trinity, 
loving and needing the Blessed Virgin 
and St. Joseph. The Liber Specialis 
Gratiae claims her its chief author. 
Although has also been attributed 
St. Mechtilde, biographers find its style 
closely allied the saint’s other books. 

None the books was written with the 
intention publication. They have 
proved, however, rich storehouse that 
spirit liberty, the spirit” 
ancient spirituality, Father Faber has 
called it. 

The saint died peaceful, ecstatic death. 
Her community transferred some years 
later, 1346, where the 
saint’s body and that St. Mechtilde lie. 
1677 her name was inscribed the 
Roman martyrology. 

St. Gertrude stands Benedictine his- 
tory the lovely symbol the ancient 
Benedictine spirituality which simply 
the spirit the church Benedict loved. 
She the religious who accepted literally 
the words the Rule which state that 
the monk should prefer nothing the 
work God and the love Christ. 
She the Christian who took Christ 


Page Seventeen 


4 
a 
does 
firmly 
in- 
zed 
“In 
had 
ity for 
wer 
the 
seems 
with 


His word all her life, always. had 
said, “If you love Me, keep command- 
ments,” and she kept them. had 
brethren you Me.” the spirit 
faith she saw Him one day the quiet 
corridor Helfta seven centuries ago 
the person one her Sisters. She in- 
clined her head, and looking met the 
gaze Him her soul loved and the vision 
never left her. 

Gertrude, the great mystic the Bene- 
dictine Order, really the great realist 
the Benedictine Order. She found the 


sacramental quality the everyday life 
She what very Benedic- 
tine, every Christian has right 
will, and she differs from others essen- 
tially not because her visions but be- 
cause her grasp reality. she 
justly called saint joy, because 
she tasted joy its source, for she sought 
all her life the Beauty ever ancient and 
ever new. She knew how the faithful 
servant, watching for His Lord, 
And she died joyfully, she had lived, 
with the overwhelming realization that 


God loved her. 


The Founding Conception Abbey 


Abbey, situated amid 


the rolling prairies northwest 

Missouri, the first historically re- 
corded offspring 800-year-old Engel- 
berg Abbey, located the Swiss Alps. 
Events combined with consecrated ideals 
engender this birth. The events un- 
folded the two geographic extremi- 
ties Switzerland, and struggling 
pioneer Missouri settlement. The con- 
secrated ideals were sealed lifelong 
friendship between Martin Marty Ein- 
siedeln Abbey, also Switzerland, who 
became the first Swiss-American Abbot 
St. Meinrad, Indiana, and Frowin 
Conrad, monk Engelberg Abbey and 
village pastor. clerics both them 
had studied theology Einsiedeln, and 
both were ordained the priesthood 
September 14, 1856. This friendship 
must emphasized, since for time 
was almost the only tie connecting these 
two American monasteries, nucleus 
which was become the Swiss-American 
Congregation Abbeys. 
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Rumblings the Kulturkampf were 
already heard Germany and echoed 
some the Swiss cantons. The sup- 
pression one its colleges had 1853 
determined Einsiedeln Abbey proceed 
with American foundation. This 
event separated the two friends, but they 
corresponded regularly. Both men real- 
ized that the venture the New World 
would succeed best there were in- 
dependent Congregation Swiss-Ameri- 
can Abbeys, and that the aid more than 
one Swiss abbey was desirable. The 
surge the Kulturkampf again supplied 
part the motivation when Engelberg 
Abbey also decided January 1873 
make start America. 

The offer location came from 
Bishop Hogan the newly-created dio- 
cese St. Joseph, Missouri. report 
from Engelberg revealed lessening in- 
terest the projected foundation, 
Martin, now Abbot St. Meinrad’s, for- 
warded this invitation 
Hogan directly Father Frowin Conrad. 
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Abbot Anselm Engelberg, however, 
had evidently been weighing the matter, 
for promptly approved the plan, and 
brought vote the monastic chap- 
ter, with favorable results. 

Since the foundation are describ- 
ing was concomitant with the birth 
new Benedictine Congregation, may 
helpful note some the patterns 
that such development may take. The 
initiative toward new congregation, 
Benedictine history, may proceed from 
existing congregation such, hap- 
pened the expanding Cluny and 
Citeaux the Middle Ages; from single 
leading Abbey, the case the Amer- 
ican Archabbey St. Vincent, Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania; even from monk, 
occurred when St. Benedict Aniane 
began his reform. 

The Swiss-American Congregation was 
joint, parallel development. Two 
Swiss abbeys, themselves rather loosely 
connected, each made separate founda- 
tion St. Meinrad, Engel- 
berg Conception. St. Meinrad’s Ab- 
bey turn established two other monas- 
teries, New Subiaco Arkansas and St. 
Joseph’s Louisiana. Another varia- 
tion was added when Engelberg itself 
independently made second foundation 
Mt. Angel Oregon. These factors 
may helpful toward understanding 
characteristics that depend origin. 
They might explain, for example, great- 
uniformity among the connected 
abbeys one instance and greater 
variety among them another. 

Consider the two founders have 
been discussing, pioneers indeed one 
and the same Congregation. Their friend- 
ship was that two complementary, not 
similar natures. Martin Marty may 
described centrifugal spirit, man 
action. His desire was come 
America because was needed there, 
and, since America one’s need was 
greater than that the aborigines, 


eventually went the Indians mis- 
sionary. tried out new and success- 
ful missionary methods among the Sioux, 
and died close his charges, having 
been the first bishop the Dakotas. 


FATHER FROWIN LEAVES FOR AMERICA 


Frowin Conrad was man capable 
great labor, patience, and perseverance, 
but his ideal was inward. Although es- 
sentially man contemplation and 
tor when necessity required. was per- 
haps more his calling suffer for the sal- 
vation men, their example, rather 
than organize them for action. Father 
Frowin’s departure from Engelberg and 
from his post pastor was typical. 
was April 27, 1873. broke the news 
his flock from the pulpit, but when the 
people gathered after Mass bid him 
farewell, was gone. Being lifelong 
friend and admirer Abbot Wolter, 
founder the Beuron Benedictine Con- 
gregation, Father Frowin stopped for 
visit this delightfully situated monas- 
tery the Danube. cannot doubt- 
that this Swiss monk drank deeply 
the ideals and aspirations springing into 
life Beuron, for his zeal urged him not 
only expand his Order, but deepen 
its inner resources spirituality. 

month after leaving Engelberg, 
Father Frowin and 
Father Adelhelm Odermatt, later founder 
Mt. Angel Abbey Oregon, arrived 
St. Meinrad. Study the English 
language and some exercises the minis- 
try parishes occupied them here. The 
Prior St. Meinrad, Very Rev. Fintan 
Mundwiler, had preceded them St. 
Joseph. the meantime, however, 
Bishop Hogan, lacking definite informa- 
tion about their coming, had transferred 
the original offer the so-called Corby 
Chapel and estate which was just north 
St. Joseph, another Order. But 
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second offer was made and, Prior 
Fintan’s recommendation, accepted 
Father Frowin and the Engelberg chap- 
ter. 


CATHOLIC SETTLEMENT 


This was Irish Catholic settlement 
named Conception, forty miles northeast 
St. Joseph. Here had come 1858, 
Father James Power with group 
parishioners from Reading, Pennsylva- 
nia. The fifteen-year struggle this 
community, fleeing from “hard times” 
when railroad employment had slackened 
western Pennsylvania, encountering 
legal vexations land titles, facing 
hostilities and threats during the Civil 
providential that this colony should have 
prepared the way for Father Frowin and 
his community. Cardinal Newman 
points out, belongs the Benedictine 
spirit accommodate itself part, 
wherever the location is, the genius 
the soil and the inhabitants. This 
meeting the Swiss and Irish was 
reality nothing new. One the greatest 
abbeys, St. Gall Switzerland, was 
named after Irish missionary, and first 
manned Irish monks. 

Bishop Hogan sanctioned Father Pow- 
offer turn over the Swiss Bene- 
dictines the parish property, plus sub- 
stantial stretch land, and personal 
gift some cash. small monastery 
was being constructed under the direc- 
tion Prior Fintan when Father Frowin 
arrived, September 18, 1873. The cor- 
nerstone this building had been laid 
September 14, the seventeenth anniversa- 
the ordination Father Frowin and 
his friend, Martin Marty. The youth- 
ful founder visited Bishop Hogan St. 
Joseph, and left Father Adelhelm 
Maryville pastor there. This was the 
railroad terminus his own journey, 
proceeded overland wagon for the 
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fifteen remaining miles his trip. 
Arriving the hour sunset and 
ing the little church tower from distant 
hill, uncovered his head and recited 
Ave Maria. Thus greeted the 
scene his future labors. 

Strenuous and full were his days be, 
but seemed thrive amid every kind 
activity. was pastor, yet found 
time inaugurate solemn monastic choir 
Christmas night that 
was missionary neighboring places, 
via horseback often, and 
master. Among the candidates for the 
Order who arrived December 23, were 
two his own brothers. The novitiate 
opened January 1874. The 
tery” had been dedicated the Im- 
maculate Conception December 


1873. 


The aims and ideals the new founder 
were not narrowly limited. neglect 
nothing,” seemed his motto. In- 
cluded his schedule were all the activi- 
ties recommended Abbot Henry 
his monks St. Meinrad, 
including mission work among the people, 
education young men for the priest- 
hood, and the carrying out the regular 
monastic way life. Thus 1875 Prior 
Frowin built St. Patrick’s Church 
Island City, Gentry County, then 
visited attended Albany, Balkow, 
Rosendale, Savannah, Utica, Brunswick, 
Bee Branch, Easton, and Weston, besides 
conducting missions and retreats St. 
Joseph and Chillicothe, and Atchison, 
Kansas. 

Joys and sorrows were mingled during 
these early years. addition the 
little church was ready for dedication 
Bishop Hogan September 1874. 
1875 unwelcome visitors the neighbor- 
hood were the grasshoppers, which com- 
pletely destroyed the crops. 
sickness struck the following year. But 
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1879 came the Wabash railroad, mile 
from the church, running from St. Louis 
Omaha. The cornerstone the pre- 
sent monastery was laid 1880. This 
brought another generous donation from 
Father Power, four hundred acres land. 

The first ordination, that Prior Frow- 
in’s own brother, Pius, took place July 
1876. Three other young men were or- 
dained 1877, and another brother, 
Father Ignatius Conrad 
the future abbot New Subiaco Abbey, 
Arkansas, had been loaned Prior 
Frowin for one year. seminary course 
studies was opened students sent 
Bishop Hogan 1881, and 1883 col- 
lege course for men was begun. The 
first separate college building was erect- 
1886. 

April 1881, Conception Priory 
was raised the rank abbey, and 
Father Frowin Conrad appointed its first 
abbot Pope Leo was blessed 
abbot June 29, 1881, the same year 
which was formed the Swiss-American 
Congregation, with Abbot Fintan its 
first President. Work the present 
abbey church Conception was begun 
1882, and was completed and ready 
for its beautiful Romanesque proportions 
and for its paintings the Beuronese 
style, the church has hundreds visitors 
every year. May 1941, the 
Golden Jubilee its dedication, was 
dignified with the title Minor Basilica. 

The founder died March 24, 1923, 
the ninetieth year his life. While his 
achievement may regarded typical 
other Benedictine foundations, 
probable that very few ever came nearer 
being one man undertaking. Abbot 
Frowin’s relations with the motherhouse 
were close and filial, but aid was meager. 
The sending Father Frowin himself 
was sacrifice for the abbey, which 
time came appreciate the magnitude 

(Continued page twenty-eight) 


Graduate Assistant 
Faces Problems 


Mary RENDER 


WRITE the graduate assistants who 
face with warring emotions the first 
ty. remember helping registration 
the large draughty gymnasium with 
huge plywood tables placed hexagonally 
around the lined basketball floor. 
the long, long lines students advanced, 
noisily complaining, for this was the year 
the first influx war veterans and they 
had restored the slang word “gripe” 
standard usage, was amusing register 
the names unsuspecting students whom 

Then the grim day arrived when the 
graduate assistant faced her classes the 
first time. Some the terror the day 
held was dispersed, however, when upon 
entering the room with what she had 
assumed was certain dignity and air 
experience, jolly fellow called out, 
teacher isn’t here yet. Come 
here and sit down.” 

one respect 1945 fledgling student- 
teachers faced problem equally perplex- 
ing instructors and full professors— 
how best approach the material and 
make significant the veteran who 
had, most cases, far exceeded ex- 
periences because the exigencies his 
work and yet whose values were often 
undeveloped because the expediency 
the work demands. remember that 
faculty tired from having taught three 
semesters year throughout the war, 
upon whom was laid the burden teach- 
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ing these men who were often still ex- 
hausted from too recent combat. Educa- 
tors filled the learned journals with much 
speculation and advice concerning veteran 
training. Apparently the problem solved 
itself merged with other larger ones 
always attendant upon teaching. 
rate, the veteran brought eagerness 
and maturity view which quite sober- 
the young high-school graduates 
class with him. There was competition 
between the young students and the ver- 
ans which largely eliminated discipline. 

Two memories return mind from 
that year and though they are unrelated 
they epitomize some aspects it. One 
was the sudden realization what these 
men had endured when one student, sal- 
low hue, asked leave because 
felt attack malaria recurring. 
The other the time when Negro 
student who had been looking haggard 
and sleepy class for several days came 
bounding into the room one morning 
looking well brushed new pin-striped 
suit and pair brown horn-rimmed 
glasses, announcing, “There are cigars 
for the gentlemen and there’ll nylons 
for the ladies. Mah wife had baby 
this mawnin’.” The era quonset hut- 
houses and students who wanted edu- 
cation support family already existing 
was upon us. 

The graduate assistant who begins 
teaching this year meets classes which 
the majority students are high-school 
graduates last spring. The discipline 
problem reappears when the teacher tries 
present material this group, many 
whom have enjoyed four five years 
consistent listening Bob Hope and 
are masters the snappy retort. Many 
them evince background literature 
gained almost entirely ftom comic books. 
There disconcerting smugness their 
attitude toward learning. 

They are used attention. They 
grew age when the teen-ager was 
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the center worry for parents and 
authorities juvenile delinquency. So- 
cial centers were built ease their ad- 
justments the world. Teen-age foibles 
have been celebrated cartoons and 
radio programs. Stores have set 
teen-age fashion departments and the 
teen-agers have their own magazines 
and music. All these advantages 
which might have worked for good and 
have worked for good some cases, have 
not been genuinely efféctive, feel, be- 
cause they stem from superficial and com- 
mercialized values. Consequently, they 
often have produced merely glib and self- 
regarding young people. difficult 
approach them with the idea the 
dignity learning and the enlargement 
the mind which good liberal educa- 
tion bestows. 

They work for grades and are most 
eager have done with requirements and 
enter the professional schools they have 
chosen. Most them hold jobs, and 
time spent classes more sig- 
nificance them than time spent working 
Thus they come the 
graduate assistant’s classes. Perhaps 
later they will enroll 
religion class taught teachers who 
will chase them from their corners self- 
satisfaction; who will separate them from 
their getting and spending selves; who 
will show them how formidable the world 
and unfold them their part God’s 
plan for the world and eternity. 

The graduate assistant meanwhile 
watches her opportunities burst bubbles 
intellectual complacency and troubles 
about the many students who never grasp 
the real meaning education. she 
like me, she thinks with some nostalgia 
1945 when those men who were pre- 
dicted such problem brought 
air industry and humility the campus 
not since equalled. 
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Philosophy Education Found the 
Rule St. Benedict 


life, rapidly changing civilization, 

and the bewilderment the post-war 
world, educators today are reaching out 
for principles and standards whereby 
evaluate their educational policies, meas- 
ure their shortcomings, and check their 
progress. 

Underlying their demands for prin- 
ciples and criteria the recognition 
imperative need for sure philosophical 
basis which rest their educative 
endeavor. Educators are aware that the 
educational theories and systems some 
nations have brought their peoples the 
both their cultural and their eco- 
nomic life, while other countries have pro- 
duced their people disregard for 
morality and human rights which alarms 
serious minds. Keenly alive the fact 
that educational systems which either 
disregard God place His stead the 
cult race national achievements 
have failed, many educators concede that 
the school system today needs God and 
Christian philosophy education. 

While American civilization indebted 
all the world, has received great 
share its heritage through English and 
Saxon channels. But England received 
her first impulse learning through the 
Benedictines, hence our 
tion rooted Benedictinism. Fernand 
Mourret his History the Catholic 
Church maintains that the culture 
Germany that the great monasteries 
established Boniface, and that the 
schools made famous Bede and Anselm. 

St. Benedict did not intend his Rule 


view the growing complexities 


considered the monastery itself school, 
the Lord’s service,” with 
the abbot the teacher and the monks the 
learners, the Rule contains the basic prin- 
ciples education, Benedictine other- 
wise. 

St. Benedict’s concept the monastic 
life was that the Christian life the 
Gospel, lived under religious vows and 
the Rule. The monks were trained and 
schooled for such life; the Rule was the 
text guidebook, not, indeed, methods 
instruction the arts and sciences, 
but the science Christian perfection. 
Since this the scope all true educa- 
tion, the Rule may well serve one 
the basic guides for such endeavor. 


Primary 


Through the centuries, there have 
arisen many false philosophies educa- 
tion, based idealism, naturalism, and 
humanism; these philosophies have pro- 
duced general confusion educational 
thought and practice. free education 
the confusion which envelops it, educa- 
tors must return understanding 
man and his true nature. They must 
educate the child accordance with his 
nature and destiny. Supernaturalism 
holds that man composed body and 
soul, that the soul destined live for- 
ever union with God. philosophy 
education founded purely scien- 
tific and social basis ignores this destiny, 
hence inadequate and cannot satis- 
man’s spiritual nature. 

Ever since the beginnings Christiani- 
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ty, there has been shifting standards, 
tendency now perhaps more than ever 
the increase. Gross selfishness the 
predominant evil the day; makes its 
inroads upon social, economic, and politi- 
cal life; disregards alike the rights 
individuals and nations. Catholic phi- 
losophy, since has perfect knowledge 
man, his redeemed nature, and the 
workings grace made known 
reason and revelation, conflicts with such 
theories those Spenser, Dewey, and 
other educators postulating the so-called 
“progressive education.” These 
osophers fact neglect the primary aim 
Christian education, namely teach 
man praise, reverence, and serve God 
and thereby save his soul. The 
American public educational system, 
operating does without God, has 
ultimate purpose education. simply 
develops the natural man, but neglects 
the supernatural. 


The secondary aim education must 
life social group, that can attain 
his ultimate end heaven. Such was 
the aim St. Benedict set forth his 
Rule. expected the monk lead 
life perfection, even pagan at- 
mosphere, but attain his end the monk 
was encouraged practice the arts, the 
sciences, and the trades. Indeed, the 
monk was urged become self-support- 
ing. These secondary aims were but 
many stepping stones the final goal— 
sanctification. St. Benedict was ideal- 
ist nor visionary. knew human nature 
its best and its worst. fathomed 
its capabilities and attempted develop 
them according the program 
Christian principles embodied his Rule. 

Present-day education demands that 
the school develop the individual 
knowledge, skills, interests, habits, and 
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ideals which will enable him live 
worthy member society. History and 
tradition attest that Benedictine educa- 
tion has all times fostered and de- 
veloped these aims, and 
both saints and scholars from the rank 
and file the centuries. Since the sub- 
ject and aim education are constant, 
the principles education interspersed 
throughout the Rule can still equip the 
individual perform his social, political 
and economic duty, and function 
creditably whatever level society 
his lot cast. 


Aspects BENEDICTINE 


False thinkers, devoid knowledge 
the basic principles true philosophy, 
are responsible for the numerous and 
dangerous theories and policies the 
field the science education. off- 
set these tendencies the Rule furnishes 
system law and order, respect and 
obedience, system discipline, 
training for self-denial, developing will 
power, and directing purposeful think- 
ing. Again the Rule develops spirit 
peaceful social living, spirit give and 
take, submitting others things 
lawful, foregoing purely private inter- 
ests, and yielding unselfishly when the 
good the greater number stake. 

Young Americans must educated 
and re-educated these elementary prin- 
ciples Christian education the nation 
maintain improve its status. 
Christ must again admitted His 
own; His life and virtues must imitat- 
ed, and His spirit fostered among youth. 

The home, the Church, and the school 
must work harmonious unit the 
process education exemplified the 
Rule, where also the desirable relation- 
ship between teacher and pupil charac- 
terized patterned the love Christ. 
The aim and the theory Catholic edu- 
cation are based the supernatural. 
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These same principles the philosophy 
supernaturalism are interspersed 
throughout the Rule that will prove 
safe model anyone who seeks its 
guidance. 

Benedictine education develops the 
whole man, physical, moral, intellectual, 
social. develops healthy, 
intelligent, cultured, spiritual, 
and social members society. at- 
tains these secondary aims education 
while the same time contributes 
the primary, the ultimate end union 
with God. 

The Benedictine Rule furnishes mod- 
ern educators with body principles, 
which, applied, will enable them con- 
form their teaching the norms 
Christian The challenging com- 
plexities this our present period eco- 
nomic unrest and readjustment call for 
clear thinking and wise guidance the 
part teachers and educators. True 


norms and standards are stable spite 
political and economic change. But many 
educators who have imbibed the theories 
false philosophers confuse the acci- 
dentals with the essentials. spirit 
opportunism they have attempted 
pervert sound principles substituting 
spurious methods self-activity and 
adaptation principles and practices 
the dynamic conditions life, rather 
than applying them the constant prin- 
ciples true philosophy. 

The principles embodied the Rule, 
postulated the precepts the Gospel, 
can regenerate our educational system, 
can restore Christian charity, and re- 
establish the ideals the Fatherhood 
God and the brotherhood man. 
develop modern youth Christian atti- 
tude toward the social, economic, and 
political problems the times, atti- 
tude based the realization that 
are “all one Christ.” 


Dom Columba Marmion, Mystic 


Sister Curysostom Koppes, O.S.B. 


great, with the greatness which 
confers human life the un- 
flagging and undeviating continuity 
its ascent toward the summits God; 
was great reason the width 
his charity, was the depth his 
contemplation.”! Thus Dom Raymund 
Thibault, his exhaustive biography 
Abbot Marmion, describes his spiritual 
father. Life the secret fruitfulness, 
and the measure man’s fruitfulness 
for God the degree his union with 
the Source all life. apostle, great 
small, must first all mystic, 
and the plenitude the harvest reaps 
will proportion the energy his 
search for God, the reality his 


mysticism. 

But what mystic? Certainly 
are not using the term was used 
the shouting headlines that proclaimed 
deluded New York youngster “mys- 
not many months past. Nor shall 
consider synonym for 
epithet calculated arouse 
the amusement and scorn sensible, 
“down-to-earth” Christians. 
good word that has lost caste from 
being associated too much with what 


unessential true mysticism. But that 


reason for avoiding its use when its 
real meaning can made clear. 
templative” not too good synonym 
though often used, probably because 


possesses slightly better reputation. 
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have evidence that Dom Colum- 
Marmion ever had vision. But 


what the eager young cleric standing 


wide-eyed the corridor, struck with 
sudden vivid understanding God’s in- 
finity, insight that was affect his 
spiritual development profoundly? This 
was the first many “lights,” and 
have his own word for that they were 
not received through the ordinary chan- 
nels knowledge, but were, speak, 
contact with the essence God. Was 
this determined devotee silence the 
victim sterile mooning unworthy 
the most ordinary Christian? Abbot But- 
ler reiterates the testimony the greatest 
mystics when states that mysticism 
not identified with occasional, 
accidental concomitants such visions, 
revelations, raptures and other psycho- 
physical Dom Marmion, 
letter Carmelite nun, once wrote: 


God, His goodness, grants from time 

time spiritual lights and consolations 
ought accept them with humility; not, 
must serve Him all our life naked faith, 
Jesus naked upon the cross loved and served 
His 
Joseph Marmion was anything but day- 
dreamer. His affections were deep and 
lively and very real and his good humor 
and love fun were such that they re- 
mained with him throughout life. There 
was determination and moral energy 
his makeup that kept him the head 
his classes, and was respected for his 
piety even his schoolmates. 

That Christianity essentially mysti- 
cal maintained Dom Verner Moore 
his book Prayer. insists further 
that every Christian such bound 
enter upon the mystical life reason 
Our Lord’s command. 


anyone bears the name Christian and 
does not love God with all 
cannot help but seek find Him and 
know Him and possess Him and see Him,... 
and whoever does this 


The mystical life can accomplish this 
world what too often left done 
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the fires purgatory. Again Abbot 
Marmion wrote: 


The secret subconscious God 
sure sign the presence the Holy Ghost 
your soul, vision God’s beauty the 
darkness faith, but just the beatific vision 
which the soul Jesus always enjoyed, did 
not diminish His agony, nor prevent His soul 
being sad even unto death, with yours. 
your purgatory, and our Lord ding your 
soul those flames until all selfishness and self- 
seeking are burned out, then you will enter into 
the ineffable grandeur 


difficult see the following 
quotation from Dom Moore young Father 
Marmion, voluntary exile foreign 
monastery where was separated 
much temperament language 
from his religious brethren? “But give 
our main attention God and spiritual 
things embark the mystical life, 
seek find God with 
resolution that cannot broken and 
earnestness that will never 
And not this equally true picture 
the venerable Abbot? Father Moore 
continues: 


any Christians are singled out mystics 
comparison with others, can only such 
minds have conceived the obligation 
Christianity most vividly and pursued with 
maximum unrelenting 

That Abbot Marmion was entirely de- 
voted the ideals his Order one will 
deny. His outstanding virtues are the 
virtues most highly prized St. Bene- 
dict: humility, obedience, zeal for the 
liturgy, constant striving come, 
through Christ, the Father. But 
have here all the essentials mysticism. 
Humility is, course, the foundation 
“In the measure wherein 
the soul advances humble submission, 
raised towards Divine Wis- 
dom and pride are incompatible. St. 
Benedict conceives obedience the proof 
will with that the Beloved. But 
mysticism flowers out love into that 
very abandonment the will God. 
“To love God totally, love 


God with all our soul, all our mind, all 
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our heart, and all our strength: 
love God accepting, its full extent, 
all that His holy will 


Lire AND THE 


True mysticism must Christo-cen- 
tric. One need only note the titles 
Marmion’s great trilogy, Christ the Life 
the Soul, Christ His Mysteries, and 
Christ the Ideal the Monk, realize how 
all Dom Marmion’s teaching (and 
lived what taught) was centered 
Christ. arrive through Christ sinu 
Patris was the aim all his life, the point 
all his teaching. The mystical life 
nourished the sacraments, especially 
the Eucharist, and thus built 
the liturgical life. There hardly page 
Marmion’s writing that does not bear 
numerous references the liturgy. The 
prayers the Church are ever his 
lips. All his devotion, all his teaching 
lovingly impregnated with the phrase- 
ology the Mass the Divine Office. 
His spiritual life ever fed the grace 
the liturgy. being moreover 
the first Author our sanctification, the 
daily and repeated contact that have 
with Him the Divine Praise veritably 
constitutes for inexhaustible prin- 
ciple union and 

The love obedience that drew the 
young Father Marmion monastery 
and became there conspicuous part 
his character was proved his com- 
plete abandonment the will God. 
“All things are God’s hands,” was his 
characteristic remark joy and sorrow, 
success and failure. Dom Aelred 
Graham could well have had him mind 
when wrote, “But union with God 
means far more than intimate personal 
with Him. not 
only identification our will with 
His love, but correspond- 
ence therewith the plane 
And there have the reason the won- 


derful fruitfulness his labors spirit- 
ual director, teacher, and his last years, 
writer. 

The paradox St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
teaching that the contemplative life 
more perfect than the active life, but that 
mixture the two better still ex- 
plained thus recently published auto- 
biography: 

According St. Bernard Clairvaux 
the comparatively weak soul that arrives con- 
templation but does not overflow with love 
that must communicate what knows God 
other men. For all the great Christian mys- 
tics without the the 
mystical life marriage the soul with God 
which gives the saints miraculous power, 
smooth and tireless energy working for 
and for souls, which bears fruits the sanctity 
thousands and changes the course religious 
and even secular history.12 
That Abbot Marmion both mystic and 
“master the spiritual life” indicative 
his already established right the 
esteem and reverent attention many 
thousands readers, both religious and 
lay. His intense love God, ever 
strengthened fidelity grace, could 
not but spill over into action, into in- 
satiable hunger for souls whom led 
gently and devotedly the Christ who 
was all his love. The sanctity the 
lives many under his spiritual direction 
evidence the fruitfulness his labors 
that field. His books, which are simply 
the recorded epitome all his teaching, 
have been translated into many lan- 
guages and have gone into many editions. 
Their use has become widespread that 
their value very generally known. 
Soon after his death was said them, 
“Solid theology, knowledge and under- 
standing souls, genuine limpidity 
expression, give such books more than 
ephemeral success. Human equilibrium 
and the unction the Holy Spirit are 
the guarantee and secret their lasting 
But the spreading branch- 
the tree must equaled the 
searching its roots. What death 
there must have been the generous 
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seed that flung itself ardently into the 
business dying self during those 
suffering years that were his novitiate! 
Surely such beginning the religious 
life presaged its amazing fruitful prime. 
“America,” says Thomas Merton, 
discovering the contemplative 
Modern writers, particularly Benedic- 
tine writers, seem more and more anxious 
rid the concept mysticism the 
misunderstanding and suspicion has 
borne too long. For mysticism our 


The Founding Conception Abbey 
(Continued from page twenty-one) 


his labors and undertakings. The 
motherhouse itself began thrive 
never before. always has abun- 
dance select students, plenitude vo- 
cations, and enjoys special monastic ex- 
cellence music and liturgy. addi- 
tion its two foundations America, 
has taken over difficult mission field 
West Central 

Some Abbot Frowin’s greatest 
culties arose from his office President 
the Congregation, 1898-1922. The su- 
pervision loosely knit Benedictine 
monasteries brought many responsibili- 
ties and problems. found little aid 
solving them. One his most striking 
characteristics was his love and veneration 
the Holy See. delighted his visits 
Rome and the Holy Father, the last 
which was his eighty-eighth year. 
this journey also sang Pontifical 
Mass Old Engelberg his farewell, 
August 15, 1920. This Mass was 
doubtless one thanksgiving for the 
manifest blessing heaven his lonely 
years struggle, faith, and zeal 
the new world, and also petition that 
blessings would continue descend upon 
the labors and prayers his monks his 
far-off Missouri abbey. 


Page 


heritage, Dom Moore points out, the 
mysticism” St. Benedict, dis- 
tinguished from the “ascetical mysticism” 
the Fathers the desert and St. 
Bernard, and the mysticism” 
St. Augustine. Our very rule 
quiet but sure pathway the heights. 
And where shall find safer more 
efficient guide than that pioneer 
modern Benedictine spiritual writers, 
Dom Columba Marmion? Speaking 
the need and efficacy prayer, con- 
clusively remarks: 


not let say that these are mystical 
heights which few privileged souls alone 
his monastery, nun her cloister; 
the necessary expansion our grace adop- 
our monastic vocation.15 


Notes 


Dom Raymond Thibaut, Abbot Columba Mar- 

mion: Master the Spiritual Life, trans. 
Mother Mary St. Thomas, St. Louis, Herder 
Book Co., 1932. 484. 


Dom Cuthbert Butler, Western Mysticism, 
London, Constable Co., 1927. ixxxv. 


Marmion, Union With God, London, Sands 
Co., 1935, 111. 


Dom Thomas Verner Moore, Prayer, St. Louis, 
Herder Book Co., 1931, 168. 


Dom Marmion, Union With God, 119. 
op. cit., 166. 
Ibid., 165. 


Marmion, Christ, the Ideal the Monk, London, 
Sands Company, 1926, 248-249. 


Marmion, Christ the Life the Soul, St. Louis, 
Herder Book Co., 8th edition, 329. 


Marmion, Christ the Ideal the Monk, 311. 


Dom Aelred Graham, The Love 
God, Longmans, Green Co., 1939, 235. 


Thomas Merton, The Seven Storey Mountain, 
New York, Harcourt, Brace Company, 
1948, 415. 


Doncoeur (quoted Thibault, op. cit., 
487). 


Merton, op. cit., 414. 
Marmion, Christ, the Ideal the Monk, 370. 


The Newly-Organized Congregation St. Benedict 


NEXTRICABLY woven into the his- 
the Benedictine Sisters the 

Convent St. Benedict St. Joseph, 
Minnesota, since their coming the 
United States 1852, are their efforts 
become institute. Having 
been granted this privilege the Holy 
See March 24, 1947, they formed two 
new autonomous priories July, 1948. 
These priories, together with the Con- 
vent St. Benedict, now form the Con- 
gregation St. Benedict. 

First known appreciate the signifi- 
cance pontifical jurisdiction was 
Mother Benedicta Riepp, O.S.B., superi- 
the small group Sisters who 
pioneered America from St. Walburg’s 
She wrote Rome early 1861, 
begging the Holy Father permit her 
community form congregation under 
papal jurisdiction. Similarly, four years 
later Archbishop Boniface Wimmer, 
whose request the Sisters came 
this country, petitioned Rome per- 
mit the Benedictine Sisters join 
already established congregation Bene- 
dictine monks. Undaunted refusal, 
repeated his request 1867, asking 
the Holy See allow the Sisters form 
congregation. Again, his efforts were 
unsuccessful, but not many years elapsed 
before others became interested and 
concerned about the status the Bene- 
dictine Sisters America. 

Prompted declaration His 
Eminence Cardinal Simeoni May, 
1878, that “the will the Holy See 
that the Sisters the Order St. Bene- 
dict the United States governed 


one and the same general constitutions 
and form Congregation among them- 
selves,” Bishop Louis Mary Fink, O.S.B., 
sent circular letter June, 1879, all 
the bishops whose dioceses the Bene- 
dictine Sisters had established founda- 
tions. the same time Sister Terese 
St. Mary’s, Pennsylvania, notified the 
Prioress the Convent St. Benedict, 
St. Joseph, Minnesota, that the first 
general chapter would held August 
Covington, Kentucky, carry out 
the wishes the Holy See. Unfortunate- 
ly, however, this meeting was never held. 

That the suggestion the Holy Father 
seemed desirable the Benedictine Sis- 
ters clearly seen continued efforts 
further them, for Reverend Mother 
Scholastica and Sister Aloysia the 
Convent St. Benedict, St. Joseph, 
Minnesota, attended the general chap- 
ter held Chicago July, 1881, 
which time the Congregation St. Scho- 
lastica took shape and the first Mother 
President was elected. 

After thirty-seven years the Sisters 
the Convent St. Benedict did not lose 
interest courage. Mother Cecilia’s 
letter the Right Rev. Ernest Helm- 
stetter, O.S.B., Abbot St. Mary’s, 
Newark, New Jersey, 1918 attests 


this. She writes: 

regard the Declarations, most 
anxious that they should approved Rome, 
and earnestly hope that may able 
join the Congregation. have been pray- 
ing very fervently and have offered novenas for 
the furtherance this important matter, and 
hope, God willing, that our Right Reverend 
will give his approval and that may 
able join the Congregation. 

One the main concerns, not the 


main one, Reverend Mother Rosamond 


Page Twenty-nine 


dis- 
‘ism” 
St. 
more 
iters, 
con- 
igious 
ter; 
adop- 
trans. ‘ 
nds 
Louis, 
Louis, 
311. 
235. 
intain, 
ipany, 
cit., 
370. 


when she became Prioress the Convent 
St. Benedict 1937 was that the Sis- 
ters permitted join congregation. 
She wrote this effect the Most Rev. 
erend Joseph Busch, Bishop St. 
Cloud, June 1939, saying: 


For the purpose obtaining the spiritual ad- 
vantages and share the good works the 
Benedictines throughout the world, well 
benefit the strength the union reli- 
houses following the same Rule, humbly 

Your consider our petition 
join Papal Congregation. our fervent 
wish and desire comply with the wishes 
the Holy See, and since have considered 
the for years, deem duty 

known you our desires. 


1941 Reverend Mother Rosamond, 
together with the members her Coun- 
cil, personally renewed this petition be- 
fore His Excellency, and year later 
letter signed her and the Council was 
sent the Holy Father reiterating the 
same request. 

Another year prayer and waiting 
passed. Another petition was written 
and signed Reverend Mother Rosa- 
mond and her Council. This was given 
the Apostolic Delegate the United 
States the Most Rev. Peter Bartho- 
lome, D.D., Coadjutor Bishop St. 
Cloud. 

glimmer hope came the Sisters 
October, 1946, when the Very Reverend 
Joseph Hickey, O.S.A., Villanova, 
Pennsylvania, was appointed the Holy 
See conduct visitation the Convent 
St. Benedict. the same time the 
Very Reverend Ulric Beste, O.S.B., St. 
Benedict’s staunch advocate Rome, 
vacationed St. John’s Abbey, College- 
ville, Minnesota, and vicinity. His en- 
couraging visit the convent gave the 
Sisters renewed hope and courage. 

Having intensified their prayers and 
sacrifices during Lent 1947, the Sisters 
were happy and grateful receive word 
from Rome March 24, Wednesday 
Holy Week, that the Decree Praise 
had been granted them the Holy 
Father. the same time the new foun- 
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dation made Bismarck, North Dakota, 
received its independence from the Con- 
vent St. Benedict and its status 
Diocesan Institute. April official 
notice these privileges arrived from 
Rome through Father Ulric. Rescript 
from the Holy See gave Reverend Mother 
Rosamond full authority erect two 
more priories. Furthermore, she was ap- 
pointed Mother President the Congre- 
the Convent St. Benedict and the new- 
established priories. revised copy 
the Declarations and Constitutions was 
sent the Sisters the same time. 


Reverend Mother Rosamond then took 
steps toward the foundation new 
priories and received permission from the 
Bishop LaCrosse (Wisconsin) and from 
the Archbishop St. Paul (Minnesota), 
whose dioceses the Sisters St. Bene- 
dict were stationed, erect priories 
these dioceses. 

After several months prayer and 
deliberation each Sister the Convent 
St. Benedict was given opportunity 
volunteer for the priory her choice: 
St. Benedict’s, St. Joseph, Minnesota; 
St. Bede’s, Eau Claire, Wisconsin; St. 


Paul’s, St. Paul, Minnesota, January 


15, 1948. Sisters volun- 
teered for St. Bede’s Priory, 178 for St. 
Paul’s Priory, and 915 chose remain 
St. Benedict’s. 

Formal erection St. Bede’s Priory 
and election Sister Ethel Prioress 
took place June 21. After His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend John 
Treacy, Coadjutor Bishop LaCrosse, 
blessed the priory eight-thirty the 
morning and offered Holy Mass the 
chapel, Reverend Mother Rosamond read 
the decree erection. Bishop Treacy’s 
authorization the erection new 
priory the LaCrosse diocese was then 
read, and the election took place. 


‘ 


akota, 
Con- 
official 
from 
escript 
Mother 
two 
vas ap- 
new- 
copy 
was 


took 
new 
the 
from 
Bene- 


and 
onvent 
rtunity 
choice: 
nesota; 
St. 


anuary 


volun- 
for St. 


remain 


Priory 
Crosse, 
the 
the 
read 
new 
then 


the following day the formal erec- 
tion St. Paul’s Priory took place. His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend James 
Byrne, Auxiliary Bishop St. Paul, 
blessed the priory, and Reverend Mother 
Rosamond read the decree erection 
the Sisters. After the election Sister 
Loraine Prioress, His Excellency un- 
veiled the blessing the Holy Father 
upon the new Prioress and the newly 
established community. 

The first general chapter meeting 
the three Benedictine priories took place 
the Convent St. Benedict, St. 
Joseph, Minnesota, July 20-23. Repre- 
sented there were Reverend Mother Ro- 
samond St. Benedict’s Mother Presi- 
dent, Mother Ethel St. Bede’s, and 
Mother Loraine St. Paul’s, together 
with delegate from each priory Sister 
Richarda from St. Benedict’s, Sister Syl- 
via from St. Bede’s, and Sister Luanne 
from St. Paul’s. Sister Petronia from 
St. Benedict’s acted secretary-general. 

this chapter, Reverend Mother 
Rosamond was elected Mother President 
for term six years; Mother Ethel was 
elected vice-president and first visitator; 
and Mother Loraine was elected second 
visitator. Sister Myron the Convent 
St. Benedict was elected secretary- 
general. 

outline the Congregations Bene- 
dictine Sisters the United States follow 
the abbatial system organization intro- 
duced Pope Leo XIII. Under this 
system the abbot, the prioress, elect- 
universal suffrage. Part the 
council elected the community and 
weighty matters must discussed and 
voted upon conventual chapter. 
Each community elects delegate the 
general chapter, which composed 
the superiors the local communities 
and the delegates. whole system,” 
according Abbot Butler, more Bene- 
dictine than its predecessor, and also 
more democratic.” 


The Early Years 
Mount St. Scholastica 
Academy 


Mother Evangelista Kremeter 

and her six companions left their 
convent home St. Cloud, Minnesota, 
for distant Kansas mission, they were 
animated that zeal for Christian edu- 
cation which has been distinguishing 
mark the Benedictine Order from its 
very foundation. December less 
than month after their arrival Atchi- 
son, the Sisters opened school their 
first Convent, house the corner 
Second and Division Streets. This was 
the beginning the Academy, which for 
eighty-five years has continued its work 
boarding and day school for girls. 

The original group students included 
only one boarder, but the end the 
first school term this number had in- 
creased eleven. the beginning 
the second year there were twenty-seven 
boarders and large day school. The 
boarders this period, who for time 
were separated completely from the day 
pupils even classes, had uniform con- 
sisting bright green full-skirted dress, 
over which was worn low-necked, short- 
sleeved white apron. 

The courses during the first three years 
did not extend beyond the grade school 
level, but the addition new faculty 
members the spring 1866 made pos- 
sible the inclusion partial high school 
course. Sister Augustine Short, O.S.B., 
who had been sent from Elk County, 
Pennsylvania, help with the new 
foundation, became the first Directress 
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the Academy, and continued hold 
this office until March 31, 1880. 
March 19, 1873, Mount St. Scholastica 
was incorporated under the laws the 
State Kansas, with its purpose stated 
training and education youth.” 

Early the summer 1877, the Price 
Villa with twenty-eight acres wood- 
land and meadow was offered for sale, 
after its owner, John Price, had improved 
the site until was said that “he had 
made the Mount the admiration the 
city.” The Sisters bought the property 
and July took possession their new 
home. The building, the present St. 
Cecilia’s Hall, while spacious, could 
scarcely accommodate both Convent and 
Academy, and was necessary locate 
not only the laundry but likewise the 
kitchen and dining rooms the base- 
ment. Various rooms, different times, 
served the chapel. For over year, 
the main corridor the second floor was 
used for this purpose, the altar being 
placed the room the east end the 
hall, generally known “‘the bell room.” 

Sister Aloysia Northman, O.S.B., suc- 
ceeded Sister Augustine Short Direc- 
tress the Academy 1880, and held 
this office until she was appointed Sub- 
prioress the Community 1892. 
was during Sister Aloysia’s term Direc- 
tress that the first public graduation was 
held June, 1888. this time, Mar- 
garet Heatherly Whiting, Kansas, 
Mary Coleman Atchison, and Mary 
Fitzpatrick Blue Springs, Missouri, 
received diplomas graduation from the 
Academic course. June, 1889, Mar- 
garet Kurtz received her diploma 
graduate the music department. 

the summer 1889, the Sisters mov- 
into the new Convent, dedicated 
St. Scholastica, which had been erected 
the site the present St. Scholastica’s 
Chapel. The Price Villa then became ex- 
clusively the Academy. The large room 
the west the first floor St. Ceci- 
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lia’s Hall, now used for orchestra practice, 
served both library and classroom. 
Seated table and facing portable 
blackboard, the students were initiated 
into the mysteries algebra. The “Blue 
Parlor” was classroom where, among 
other subjects, English and religion were 
taught. The “Pink Parlor” was the 
study hall. The piano room across the 
hall the south was the Academy parlor. 
the second floor, the room the 
north the main hall was the Minims’ 
dormitory, and the one the south was 
guest room. The third floor, then 
now, was dormitory for the older stu- 
dents the Academy. The students’ 
dining room was this time the base- 
ment the Convent, the newly erected 
St. Scholastica’s building mentioned 
bove. The chapel the second floor 
this building was used both Sisters 
and students. 

1892, Sister Adelaide Cass, O.S.B., 
was appointed the office Directress 
which she continued hold within 
short time her death which occurred 
December 21, 1927. This period thir- 
ty-five years was for the Academy time 
growth and many changes. When 
the Sisters moved into the present Con- 
vent St. Scholastica’s building 
was remodeled and became the Academy 
proper. The former chapel the second 
floor became the study hall and was 
equipped with stage for graduation 
exercises, recitals, and other school func- 
tions. Classrooms were located both 
the first and the second floor. Students 
were this time classified, according 
their age, Seniors, Juniors, and 
Minims. division had its own room 
for recreation. Only the Seniors’ room, 
however, was used exclusively recre- 
ation room. The Juniors’ room and the 
Minims’ room were class rooms during 
school hours. The Minims’ dormitory 
was the third floor St. Scholastica’s 
Building. Seniors occupied the pre- 
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sent St. Cecilia’s Dormitory and St. Mech- 
tild’s Dormitory the fourth floor 
the Convent building. The Juniors’ dor- 
mitory, that time known St. Ger- 
trude’s, the one used the Academy 
Freshmen today. 

When the College Administration Build- 
ing was completed 1924, the Academy 
moved again, this time its present 
quarters the third floor the new 
building. With added room and better 
facilities, the school was ready meet 
the advancing demands high school 


education. Under Sister Eusebia Roon- 
ey, O.S.B., who was Directress from 1927 
1938, and her successors, Sister The- 
ophila Tangney, O.S.B., Sister Angela 
Foley, O.S.B., and Sister Ambrose Con- 
way, O.S.B., who have filled the office 
Principal since 1938, marked change 
has taken place. The Convent boarding 
school earlier days has, without los- 
ing anything its solid Benedictine 
character, developed into well-equipped, 
fully-accredited modern high school for 
girls. 


The Liturgy, Source Religious Guidance 


the course the Workshop Guid- 
ance Higher Education, conducted 

the Catholic University America 
the summer 1948, became pro- 
clearer the writer that 
educators have indispensible part 
play the counselling our students. 
our task make them conscious 
the Christian vocation, the objectives 
which Mr. John Julian Ryan stated 
follows: 


may say, fact, that the very least ‘vo- 
cation’ which any layman called includes 
the following: 

—to saint through living the Christ-life; 

—to help build and perfect the Mystical Body; 

—to share the common priesthood: 

—as apostle 
—as witness and martyr; 

—toc out Catholic action when called 

the hierarchy so. 

use his powers the full making 

things and institutions, managing them 
and sacramentalizing them, well 
performing works mercy; 

—to these following the ‘ordina- 

ry’ rules istian charity, laid down 
for this ‘ordinary’ way life. 


Since the spirit which these objectives 


are sought the charity Christ, 
likewise becomes evident that although 
our duty “to plant and water,” 
God who “gives the 

The crux the guidance problem seems 
tors that they are training each student 
apprentice for the privilege and 
responsibility being coadjutor Dei, 
not only the future, but here and now. 
this connection, Mr. Ryan also stated: 


Obviously, the ideal education here would 
one which made student skillful possible 
the arts requires for being the priest- 
prophet-maker-ruler that supposed be, 
matter what his occupation. should 
made skillful his talents permit all the 
arts worship, the executing corporal and 
spiritual works mercy, propagating through 
the fine arts the truths Wisdom, craftsman- 
ship, scientific discovery, and invention, the 
conduct business politics. should be, 
Christian, professional; and professional, 
Christian. 


The student’s preparation for his 
Christian vocation not something that 
terminated after the completion 
scheduled course period time; 
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rather continuous growth his docility 
the Holy Spirit, whereby devotes 
his faculties “the restoration all 
things his own particular 
milieu. would seem, then, that those 
who guide young people fail unless while 
helping them develop their faculties, 
they the same time make them aware 
that such development and operation 
must malleable the workings the 
Holy Spirit. 

What are the ‘channels’ through which 
students can imbibe the spirit Christ? 
Abbot Marmion suggests the answer 
one his letters, cited Dom Raymond 
Thibaut his well-known biography, 
which reads follows: 


The Holy Spirit alone can form souls, and 
the director has merely point out his spir- 
itual child the road which God leading her, 
give her some general rules for her conduct, and 
control her progress, answer her difficulties, 
any, distant intervals....This specially 
true religious whose interior life based 
the for the source which they find the 
food their souls pure that their souls are 
much less liable error and hallucination than 
those who elaborate their whole spiritual life out 
their own conscience. (pp. 233-234) 


The liturgy the principal means 
docility the Holy Spirit. is, the 
words Pope Pius primary and 
indispensable source the true Christian 
spirit.” Pope Pius reiterates the 
same truth his Encyclical the Feast 
Christ the King: 

For imbuing the people with the faith and 
leading them faith the interior life, 
the annual celebration the sacred mysteries 
are far more efficacious than even the most 
weighty documents ecclesiastical teaching. 
The one touches the mind only; the other effec- 
tively mind and heart, that is, 
the whole man. 

Are educators conscious our obli- 
gation lead students this indispen- 
sable source Christian spirit? 

investigation the content the 
liturgy will reveal the informative and 
formative elements found the 
realm the sacramental liturgy and 
following the Ecclesiastical Year. 

After man’s fall from the supernatural 
life grace, his faculties, although not 
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intrinsically harmed, were wounded. His 
intellect was darkened and stood 
need Christ the Truth teach him 
all truth; his will was weakened that 
needed Christ point out the Way, 
show him the True and the Good. Man 
through his loss the supernatural life 
was need Christ the Life the 
eternal Highpriest, the Mediator between 
God and men reunite him God. 
The Messianic prophecies referred the 
Savior the Light and the Truth; they 
announced Him the King and Shepherd 
His people; they called Him the Priest, 
the Mediator. Christ His teachings, 
His example, and the institution His 
Church with its rich sacramental life ful- 
filled this three-fold mission. Through the 
Church that is, through His Vicar, 
His bishops, His ordained priests, and 
through each lay member extends 
that mission the end time. gives 
His Mystical Body the power teach 
His doctrine, rule, and sanctify. 


the distinctive vocation each 
member the Mystical Body asso- 
ciated with its head, Christ, who Priest, 
Ruler, and Teacher. priest, each 
layman has the apostolate carry 
Christ’s meditation into the world, 
help christianize those with whom 
comes into contact. teacher, each 
layman must know, appreciate, and pro- 
claim the glory God; ruler creation 
with Christ, the layman has the challenge 
subject the world divine purposes, 
apply the standards Christ every 
phase life. chiefly through the 
Mass that man derives his direction and 
power for doing good. Speaking the 
Vobiscum” the end Mass, 
the Reverend Paschal Botz, O.S.B., writ- 
ing the Orate Frates, July 28, 1946, 
says that the words ring “like the blows 
hammer..., pounding into shape 
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the heated iron, that all social thought 
and action may permeated with 
divine truth.” 

What the manner which the pray- 
ers the liturgical year which surround 
this vital core, the Mass, aid man gain- 
ing knowledge, appreciation, and assist- 
ance carrying out his triple office 
priest, prophet, and ruler? Distinct divi- 
sions cannot established the various 
aspects man’s threefold work; neither 
can the liturgical content limited 
only one phase his activity. There 
necessarily overlapping. endeavor, 
however, will made this study 
follow triple line division, indicating 
the dogmas which are especially helpful 
man his role prophet, the moral 
teaching which will aid him king and 
ruler, and the truths relating participa- 
tion worship and growth the Christ- 
life, which form the Christian’s mission 
priest. 


THROUGH THE 


illustration from the First Mass 
Christmas might serve indicate the 
instructional possibilities the liturgy, 
enabling man fulfill his triple apostolic 
call. The following outline suggestive 
the 


Dogma content: 
The Divinity the Savior: shall 
called Wonderful, God 
mercy saved us. 
and renovation the Holy 


according 


the world which not moved. 

Christ’s Redemption restored fallen nature: 
whose wonderful 
birth hath overcome the old man.” 

Moral content: 

life according the truths Faith: Collect— 
forth our actions that which 
faith shineth our minds.” 

them her heart.” 


ponderin; 
“Shepherds glorifying and prais- 


ing God for all the they had heard 
and seen, was told unto 


Virtue joy the Christian dispensation: 
thy King comes. 

Growth and worship the Christian life: 


The divine life tuitously given: Collect— 
We, upon whom poured the new light 
Thy Word made 


sons with Christ, are with him: 

everlasting.” 


Effect the divine life: ever pour 
down upon peace that this earthly 
bestow upon that which 

ivine. 


The Eucharist the food the Christian life: 
May the new life derived 
from this Sacrament ever revive us. 
keeping with the mysteries this festival 
the 


study the cycle the saints and 
that the liturgical year offer further 
means enriching the religion course. 
The writer has prepared curriculum fol- 
lowing the sequence the liturgical year. 
The study presents 150 units work em- 
bracing the triple division Creed, Code, 
and Cult. Since the length this article 
does not permit the inclusion that out- 
line, what follows mere indication 
the seasons which the major items 
Creed, Code, and Cult are given treat- 
ment the larger divisions the liturgi- 
cal year: 

(Advent, Christmas, Epiph- 

(Creed) (Code) (Cult) 


Incarnation Matrimony 
Redemption Precept 


Lent: 
Salvation; Divine Office 
grace 2,3 Sacrament 
Creation; sin Penance 
Atonement; 
forgiveness 
Easter: 
Resurrection Faith, Hope, Baptism 
Ascension Charity 
Christ’s Me- Precept 
diatorship Works Holy Orders 
Church history Mercy 
Pentecost: 
Holy Spirit Command- Confirmation 
Scripture; ments: 
Tradition 
Blessed Trinity Divine Indwell- 
Beatific Vision ing 
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Post-Pentecostal Season: 
Sacrifice Command- Eucharistic 
1,2,3 Sacrifice and 

Mystical Commandments: 

5,7,8,10 
Precept 
Judgment Extreme 
tion 

Even cursory study the liturgical 
year, therefore, seems indicate rich- 
ness dogma, moral, and cult-content, 
the use which the privilege and chal- 
lenge every Christian. will the 
Holy Spirit Himself who will guide docile, 
attentive Christians the application 
these truths and lead them live the 
life Christ daily throughout the litur- 
gical year. this way they may fulfill 
their own lives the extension Christ’s 
role King, Priest, and Prophet. 

the conviction the writer that 
Catholic educators cannot neglect train 
students knowledge, appreciation, 
and use the liturgy. Furthermore, 
co-ordinating the teaching religion with 
the various liturgical seasons the teacher 
encourages students avail themselves 
the graces offered. the liturgy pre- 
sents each truth, supplies the super- 
natural aid, the actual grace, make 
that truth operative daily life. the 
cycle the liturgical year annually re- 
peated the student trained will likely 
experience spiritual growth and develop- 
ment. 

Whether not the liturgical year 
used the basis for arranging the se- 
quence the course religion, the 
teacher should employ enrich her 
instruction. Such guidance procedure 
will have the assurance salutary 
“follow-up” Him who the Divine 
Guide and Teacher every Christian. 
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The Community College 
(Continued from page fifteen) 


high school training. provide such 
education without destroying the tradi- 
tional liberal arts program and its values 
for others who are desirous and able 
receive chief problem our time— 
and Shall provide such differ- 
entiated programs, call them community 
colleges, technical finishing schools, 
whatever you will, shall force such 
students into public schools and perhaps, 
not say probably, lose them the 
faith? 


AND CoMMUNITY 
CENTERS 


That the community college should 
closely knit the district and the needs 
thereof, thus becoming deed and 
truth community center used day and 
night tor the enrichment the lite the 
citizens and the improvement their 
conditions, (Vol. pp. 67-69) eminent- 
desirable. Our school buildings are 
not used capacity many cases; that 
is, evenings, weekends, holidays, and va- 
cations find them closed community 
activity. Though undoubtedly true 
that our faculty and personnel rightly 
consider themselves rushed and over- 
burdened, nevertheless undeniable 
that each community and even neigh- 
borhood there rich field influence 
for Christ and Christian education that 
are not even scanning for harvest. 
That the members the Commission see 
here possible crop for American ideals 
their credit and our challenge. 

part the program fullest use 
educational facilities might, course, 
well be, the members the Commis- 
sion indicate, classes adult education, 
which will varied necessary and 
offered with without credit desired. 
are “restore all things Christ,” 
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hrist,” 


are leaven the American milieu 
major influence forming American 
opinion and action, then cannot afford 
leave adult education others. That 
such offerings are worthwhile has been well 
shown not only the Harvard Report 
and the Report the President’s Commis- 
sion Higher Education, but the ex- 
perience even several our Catholic 
institutions higher learning. 

For the past several years commission 
the National Catholic Educational As- 
sociation has been working complete 
curriculum that will prevent just such 
overlapping subject matter de- 
cried the Commission. This fact 
evidence our support the assertion 
that group that there should elimi- 
nation the wasteful duplication con- 
tent taught the eleventh and twelfth 
years with that given the thirteenth 
and fourteenth (Vol. III, 13). 

One the most praiseworthy recom- 
mendations the Commission the in- 
clusion general education even the 
terminal programs provided the com- 
munity college for vocational semi- 
professional industry. This 
tion shows right appreciation the 
comparative values living and making 
living. 

heartening read that the Com- 
mission does not approve the lowering 
standards those courses the com- 
munity college intended preparation 
for upper division work. Such standards 
need not lowered true; yet there 
the danger that they will are 
not vigilant and courageous opposing 
that trend. The extension the high- 


school programs all pupils the 


secondary age did weaken the college pre- 
paratory program many cases. Here 
responsibility and challenge the 
Catholic educator. 

Some educators seem interpret the 
Report mean that “the Commission 


presumably envisions community colleges 
like the public high schools every fair- 
sized town, consolidated districts 
rural areas, and large cities, regardless 
college facilities existing those lo- 
This interpretation would seem 
somewhat gratuitous view the empha- 
sis given the Report state-wide plan- 
ning for the purpose preventing dupli- 
cation offerings any one locality. 


Though respectful bow given 
the Commission several paragraphs 
the Report the work being done and 
the distinct contribution offered through- 
out the history America the Cath- 
olic universities and colleges society 
and culture, other and more numerous 
passages give the impression that the 
real mind the members this group 
out sympathy with anything but 
public education. The following para- 
graphs are samples such doubtful com- 
pliments: 


States provide for chartering institutions under 
private church control. Most States allow 
high degree institutional variation and in- 
dependence among these instjtutions. some 
States, unfortunately, the State governments 
have been lax their chartering procedures 
that here and there institutions which are little 
more than ‘diploma mills’ have been established. 
When once chartered, these institutions are 
practically without supervision any State 
authority. the whole, however, these State- 
chartered institutions under private and church 
control have maintained satisfactory standards 
and have contributed very greatly the educa- 
27). 


The responsibility for strong sys- 
tem public education does not, however, deny 
any way any individual group in- 
dividuals the right attend, establish and 
support addition public schools, private 
denominational institution for the 
ind education which such individuals 
groups deem more suitable their particular 
needs and beliefs. just undemocratic 
for the government restrict any way this 
fundamental right, for government 
fail meets its prime responsibility for strong 
tem public education. Nevertheless, any 
iversion government public funds the 
general support nonpublicly controlled educa- 
tional institutions tends deny the acceptance 


American Education? America Press, 
1948, edited Allan Farrell, S.J., 31. 
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the fundamental responsibility and weaken 
the program public education (Vol. 57). 

Though state-wide planning may ad- 
visable rightly conducted and especially 
since set pattern advised for every 
community every state, this recom- 
mendation there could danger the 
state takes the dominance indicated 
the use the capital letter intro- 
duce all the way through the Report. 
Some the connotation under discussion 
state control produces some apprehen- 
sion this respect. 

The inference the Report that most 
hurts Catholic educators the un- 
derlying assumption that any other educa- 
tion than that given the public school 
divisive and un-American (Vol. II, 
23). This position strange one for 
him take who the descendant the 
American pioneer. Education these 
United States was from the beginning 
private education, America has even 
been synonymous with democracy. What 
colonist who fought for freedom would 
have understood his education being 
divisive because was obtained other 
than state system schools? 

these two latter implications lie the 
greatest dangers, appears, not only 
Catholic higher education, but the 
truly American way life and world free- 
dom the trend toward State dominance 
(Could called least unconscious 
totalitarianism?) and the scarcely veiled 
aversion private and especially church- 
related schools. These principles the 
Report the Commission 
Higher Education bid the Catholic educa- 
tor “Watch and pray.” 
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Religious Vacation 
Schools the Diocese 


Catholic schools and the universal- 

accepted ideal Catholic 
school for every child, and every child 
Catholic school,” has long been recog- 
nized that hundreds and thousands 
our children either have opportunity 
attend Catholic schools for one 
reason another are not enrolled 
schools which are available for them. 
Many factors have combined make 
religious education impoverished and in- 
efféctive. Neglect parents, lack 
trained teachers, uninteresting courses 
instruction, inadequacy textbooks and 
visual aids, great distances, bad roads, 
and inclement weather have all played 
their part depriving our Catholic pupils 
their rightful Christian heritage. 

The many obstacles met secular edu- 
cation and the almost universal objection 
the religious enlightenment public 
school children demand that the gap 
infrequent and insufficient spiritual train- 
ing bridged. 

The religious vacation school offers 
remedy. Properly staffed and conducted 
with recognition the child’s inherent 
desire for play and recreation, particular- 
during the summer months, the vaca- 
tion school has become potent force for 
religious enlightenment, the lack which 

*This article surveys the Religious Vacation 
School the diocese from The name 
the diocese was not officially changed from 


Leavenworth that Kansas City 
until May 10, 1947. 
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has too often the past caused loss 
Faith. 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Pietro Fumasoni Biondi, formerly Apos- 
tolic Delegate the United States, 
speaking the vacation schools many 
dioceses writes: 


would difficult overestimate the im- 
rtance and necessity establishing Religious 
Schools especially places which 
there neither parochial school nor resident 


pastor. 
The letter continues with the statement: 


instruct children knowledge their 
holy Faith one the works mercy and 
trust that all who can will assist the work 
the Religious Vacation School. 

While the advantages summertime 
classes religion for children deprived 
the opportunity attending parochial 
schools have been generally recognized 
throughout the country, organized 
plan religious vacation schools was 
operation the diocese Leavenworth 
before 1929. The first organized 
reach such children the diocese was 
made Miss Eulalia Erbacher, now 
Sister Mary Joseph the Sisters 
Charity Leavenworth. the fall 
1928, Miss Erbacher, then president 
the Leavenworth Diocesan Council 
Catholic Women, strove interest her 
Board Directors promoting the vaca- 
tion school movement. With the help 
the Jesuit Fathers St. Marys, 
Kansas, and the Right Reverend Mon- 
signor Patrick McInerney, spiritual direc- 
tor the Council, through whom she re- 
ceived the approval the Most Reverend 
Francis Johannes, Bishop Leavenworth, 
Miss Erbacher began organize the 
schools. 

Mother Olive Mead, Superior the 
Sisters Charity, Leavenworth, was 
asked supply recruits for the vacation 
school project. She cooper- 
ated the work, and the following sum- 
mer, 1929, religious vacation schools took 
form the Leavenworth diocese. Three- 


hundred ninety-seven children were en- 
rolled nine schools conducted the 
Sisters Charity. 

The success this first year’s experi- 
ment was strong inducement further 
the vacation school movement. The 
Diocesan Council Catholic Women 
further helped organize schools, sup- 
plied textbooks and other materials for 
teachers and pupils. The course 
studies used these schools was that 
outlined the Catholic Rural Life Con- 
ference. 

1930 the Benedictine Sisters 
Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison, Kansas, 
were asked teach the vacation 
schools. Previous this time, 1925 
they had taught vacation school 
Bendena, Kansas. 1931 the Benedic- 
tine Sisters taught five vacation schools 
throughout the diocese. 


O’Connor, 
VACATION SCHOOLS 


1932 diocesan director the Con- 
fraternity Christian Doctrine, which 
responsible for several branches reli- 
gious instruction work, was appointed. 
Bishop Johannes named the Reverend 
Thomas O’Connor, pastor St. 
Mary’s Church, Kansas City, Kansas, the 
first diocesan director the vacation 
schools, and the entire project was placed 
under his jurisdiction, making manda- 
tory the diocese that every parish with- 
out parochial school should have annu- 
ally vacation school, least for two 
weeks. The Leavenworth Council 
Catholic Women, today recognized 
the Unit” the Confraternity 
Christian Doctrine, assisted the 
work, 

1933 ten new summer schools were 
opened different parts the diocese. 
The total enrollment during that year 
was 1405. 1934 was banner year for 
the schools, thirty-three units held 
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summer sessions, with enrollment 
some 2000 children. The Benedictine 
Sisters conducted schools the following 
places: Alma, Argentine, Bendena, Delia, 
Burlington, Coal Creek, Hiawatha, Lillis, 
Meriden, Olathe, Ottawa, Summerfield, 
Troy, Waterville, Irving, and Wheaton. 
The Ursuline Sisters taught Louisburg, 
Homewood, and Perry. The Sisters 
Charity taught thirteen the thirty- 
three vacation schools the diocese. 
These included St. Mary and St. Thomas 
parish, Kansas City, well parochial 
centers Garnett, Horanif, Osage City, 
Scranton, Lawrence, and Leavenworth. 

The Benedictine Sisters opened vaca- 
tion school Atchison for colored child- 
ren 1935. This was the first vacation 
school for Negro children the diocese 
and shows the gradual expansion the 
vacation school project. 

1941, Father O’Connor, account 
pressing duties, asked release from the 
office director the Confraternity 
Christian Doctrine. Father O’Connor, 
having spent much time and energy 
promoting the vacation school project, 
had firmly established the work the 
Leavenworth diocese. The Most Rev- 
erend Paul Schulte, Bishop Johannes’ 
successor, accepted Father O’Connor’s 
resignation, and appointed the Reverend 
Leo Herken, pastor Nortonville, 
Kansas, succeed him. There were then 
about eighty Sisters various Orders 
engaged local work. 
Seminarians and lay-women also assisted 
the schools. 

Father Herken, present director the 
Confraternity Christian Doctrine, con- 
scientiously took the work Father 
O’Connor had begun. Under his wise 
direction the religious vacation school 
program has brought its beneficent influ- 
ence bear upon much larger propor- 
tion public school pupils. Every 
parish and mission the diocese which 
there parochial school now has 
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vacation school. Even some parishes 
where there parochial school there 
are vacation schools for children attend- 
ing public schools. 


Sisters TEACH VACATION SCHOOLS 


Since the beginning the religious 
vacation school project, approximately 
20,000 children have been 
present, the Sisters Charity 
Leavenworth, the Benedictine Sisters 
Atchison, and the Ursuline Sisters 
Paola are giving religious instruction 
children about fifty rural parishes. 
unquestionable fact that the 
increase the number pupils brought 
under systematic instruction 
Leavenworth diocese the past nineteen 
years due their labors. The semi- 
narians have also been active promot- 
ing the religious vacation school move- 
ment. From 1937-1943 inclusive, they 
taught vacation schools St. Monica’s 
parish Waterville. 1938 the Jesuit 
scholastics took over the vacation school 
work Our Lady the Snows, the In- 
dian parish Mayetta, Kansas. 
1944 Alma, Alta Vista, and Eskridge 
vacation schools were taught semi- 
narians, who also taught St. Patrick’s 
parish, Bendena, from 1936-1942. 

Various lay organizations are helping 
sundry ways foster the movement. 
The Diocesan Council Catholic Wom- 


en, for instance, continues render valu- 


able services the cause. 

Though the vacation school com- 
pletely separated from the regular parish 
school wherein secular subjects are taught, 
the aim the same; namely, educate 
the child religiously. The religious vaca- 
tion school proposes not merely in- 
struct the child the truths his reli- 
gion but also strives build the ground- 
work truly Christian character. 

Each morning the daily exercises begin 
with the singing hymns the children. 
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Fundamentals the catechism are 
stressed both the lower and higher 
divisions. The teachers are free 
choose textbooks, both catechism and 
Bible history. However, most the 
schools use the Baltimore Catechism and 
Bishop Fink’s Catechism. 

rural districts, various means 
transportation, busses, trucks, and auto- 
mobiles, are used bringing pupils 
the vacation school. Many the child- 
ren walk, while certain localities neigh- 
bors willingly alternate taking children 
toschool. Classes are conducted accord- 
ing local accommodation; for the most 
part they are held the parish church 
basement. some instances, the rural 
and public schools have offered facilities, 
especially localities where Catholics 
are the majority. The people the 
diocese Leavenworth are looking for- 
ward further development strength- 
ening the internal organization the va- 


cation schools and increasing their num- 


ber, means preserving the faith 


many children the small towns and 
country districts. 
Priests, Sisters, seminarians, laymen, 


all who have co-operated the work 


the religious vacation school the diocese 
during the past nineteen years realize the 
necessity and the efficacy the work. 
They see species missionary 


enterprise, genuine spiritual work 


mercy. They are aware, however, that 
only emergency measure intended 
supply religious education for children 
who are unable attend 
school. The ideal situation every 
child the Catholic school remains. 
Since this ideal unattainable the 
present time, practical measure, though 
not satisfactory solution the problem 
elementary religious education, the 
vacation school. 


With Other Benedictine Sisters 


Bismarck, North Dakota 


Benedictines the Convent the An- 
nunciation were not directly affected 
North Dakota’s 1948 anti-garb legisla- 
tion, for they longer conduct any 
public schools. Nevertheless, like Cath- 
olics elsewhere, they are much interested 
and admire those Sisters who are now 
secular apparel the request the 
hierarchy order continue teaching, 
for their services are greatly needed. 

July double ceremony Pro- 
fession and Reception was held the 
Cathedral the Holy Spirit, with His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend Vincent 
Ryan, Bishop Bismarck, presiding. 
Those who made triennial profession were 
Sisters Louise Lanz, Claire and Miriam 
Schmitt, Leone Winter, Terence Glum, 


Florence Liebl, Audrey Martin, and 
Jeanette Hinds. The novices who re- 
ceived the habit were Sisters Rita Miller, 
Magdalen and Michel Heck, and Ger- 
trude Berger. 

Sister Joel Niedzielski completed her 
work for the degree B.S. Nursing 
Education St. Louis University last 
summer. She now the faculty 
St. Alexius Hospital School Nursing. 
Three Sisters are studying this year 
St. Paul Diocesan Teachers College. 


Bristow, Virginia 

The clothing Miss Cora Ruble the 
habit St. Benedict October was 
event unusual significance. Miss 
Ruble, now Sister Mary Thomas, 
native Elk Garden, West Virginia, and 
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recent convert Catholicism through 
the efforts the Trailer Chapel Mission 
Fathers. Following her conversion her 
entire family entered the Church. 

health program submitted Sister 
Antoinette the last conference sponsor- 
the Richmond Community Council 
for parochial and private schools will 
used guide when the Council meets 
set standards. 

With the Linton Hall cadets safely and 
comfortably settled the spacious new 
dormitory, the next project the com- 
munity St. Benedict Convent the 
improvement their dairy. 
modern barn under construction. 


Clyde, Missouri 


October the cornerstone was laid 
for the new Perpetual Adoration Sanctu- 
ary the Holy Spirit Kansas City, 
Missouri. The Most Reverend Edwin 
O’Hara, Bishop Kansas City, who 
officiated, was assisted the Reverend 
Thomas Allen, O.S.B., and the Reverend 
Walter Heeney, O.S.B., monks Concep- 
tion Abbey. Leading the procession 
clergy and prelates were eighty men 
the Eucharistic Guard, wearing their 
emblems red and gold, all them dis- 
tinguished for their fidelity the noctur- 
nal adoration the temporary chapel. 
The Most Reverend Joseph Marling, 
Auxiliary Bishop Kansas City, deliver- 
the address for the occasion, followed 
the blessing and few words 
Bishop O’Hara. 


Cottonwood, Idaho 


Sister Helen and Sister Cornelia 
attended the September Hospital Con- 
vention Sun Valley, Idaho. the 
Idaho State Hospital Association meeting 
Boise, Sister Martina, Superintendent 
St. Valentine’s Hospital, Wendell, was 
elected first vice-president the or- 
ganization. 
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St. Gertrude’s Academy opened new 
modern equipped home economics de- 
partment the fall, with Sister Dominica 
charge. Sister Hedwig resumed the 
office Supervisor Schools, and Sister 
Ildephonse replaced her principal 
the Academy. affiliation with Holy 
Names College, Spokane, Washington, 
the Sisters St. Gertrude’s are conduct- 
ing accredited college course for 
younger members the community. 

Prayers are requested for Sister 
Mechtilde, senior member the com- 
munity, who died August the age 
eighty-five. 


Crookston, Minnesota 


The Most Reverend Francis Schenk, 
Bishop Crookston, presided the cere- 
mony the reception the habit St. 
Benedict ten candidates, July 
the chapel Mount St. Benedict. Those 
receiving the habit were the Misses Mar- 
guerite Mann Minneapolis; Lucille 
Schafer, Julia Roy, Madonna Dupont, 
all Red Lake Falls; Joan and Caroline 
Fink Mahnomen; Bernadine 
Callaway; Joanne Karles, Phyllis and Lou 
Jean Strei, all Big Stone City, South 
Dakota. 

July 20, His Excellency officiated 
profession ceremonies Mount St. Bene- 
dict. Those pronouncing perpetual vows 
were Sisters Albertine Wald, Chrysostom 
Brennan, Regina Hansman, Dominica 
Gerszweski, and Olivia Hermann. Sister 
Alexine Braun made triennial vows. 

The Benedictine Sisters Crookston 
assisted instructors four summer 
vacation schools for Spanish-speaking 
children Oslo, Moorhead, Crookston, 
and Fisher, Minnesota. St. Joseph’s 
School Moorhead was boarding school 
for the children migrant workers, with 
enrollment sixty-seven, under the 
direction the Reverend Rudolph 
Baumberger, O.S.B. 
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Sister Anella the Crookston com- 
munity was awarded year’s scholarship 
the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis upon recommendation the 
Polk County Chapter. Sister Anella left 
September begin her studies ortho- 
pedic nursing the Boston University, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


Duluth, Minnesota 


advanced workshop for registered 
medical record librarians was held St. 
Mary’s Hospital, Duluth, August 23-27. 
The workshop was presented the 
American Association Medical Record 
Librarians with the cooperation the 
College St. Scholastica and Head 
the Lakes Association Medical Record 
Librarians. 

Sister Raymond, chairman the reli- 
gion department the college, taught 
the Catholic University the field 
education during the past summer session. 


Sister Digna, professor psychology, 
was one the leaders workshop 
sponsored Loretto Heights College 
Denver, Colorado, during the month 
August. 

Sister Mercedes, registrar, received her 
Master Arts degree from the University 
Michigan. 

Having completed three years in- 
tense research and study the Institu- 
‘tum Divi Thomae, Sister Emiline and 
Sister Carmel returned the college and 
St. Mary’s Hospital with the Master 
Science degree. 

Sister Alcuin, professor chemistry, 
attended classes the liturgy the 
University Notre Dame. Sister Mary 
William and Sister Bernice attended 
theology classes St. Mary’s College, 
Holy Cross, Indiana. 

The Sisters the Duluth community 
opened two new schools September: 
Our Lady Sorrows Minneapolis and 
St. Peter’s Duluth. 


“Christianizing Instruction” was the 
theme the Faculty Institute, held Sep- 
tember 15-16 College St. Scholastica. 
The first session opened with address 
entitled Obligation the Apostolate 
Teaching,” given Reverend Mother 
Athanasius. Sister Elaine, Sister Merce- 
des, and Sister Rose participated the 
discussion the problems administra- 
tion. panel discussion Public Rela- 
tions was led Sister Agnes, assisted 
Sister Mary William, Sister Annella, Sis- 
ter Loretta, Sister Martina, Sister Wil- 
frid, and Sister Digna. Led Sister 
Raymond, Sister Bernice, Sister Bernard, 
Sister Alcuin, Sister Ambrose, and Sister 
Rose were participants panel entitled 
Religion College Stu- 
dents’ Lives.” 

Sister Petra and Sister Agatha, who are 
charge the research unit the Insti- 
tutum Divi Thomae the College St. 
Scholastica, were interviewed Senator 
Brien McMahon Connecticut, sponsor 
the McMahon Act 1946 for the con- 
trol atomic energy, George Reedy’s 
broadcast the Arrowhead Network’s 
Washington studios the House Rep- 
resentatives. Sister Petra and Sister 
Agatha were questioned the relation 
their findings cancer research 
atomic energy. They recently had 
joint article published Cancer Research. 


Sister Vivian, official delegate St. 
Mary’s Nurses Alumnae Association, 
attended the meeting the American 
Nurses Association Chicago June. 
Sister Helen Clare was official delegate 
the Minnesota Nurses Meeting St. 
Paul October 


“Maritain the Christian Renais- 
sance,” article Sister Joselyn, 
was published the October issue 
America. 

The Right Reverend Bernard Kaelin, 
O.S.B., Abbot Primate, visited the Col- 
lege St. Scholastica November 8-10. 
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Erie, Pennsyloania 

The Sisters St. Benedict Convent 
who attended summer sessions were fol- 
lows: Sister Zita, Sister Louis, Sister 
Bernadine, and Sister Mary Regina, Villa- 
nova, Philadelphia; Sister Eileen, Sister 
Virginia, Sister Mary Alice, and Sister 
Kathleen, Notre Dame University; Indi- 
ana; Sister Thomasine, Manhattanville 
College, New York City; and Sister Marie 
Claire, Sister Antoinette, Sister Mary 
David, Sister Charles, and Sister Martin, 
Eastman School Music, Rochester, 
New York. 

August 20, the Right Reverend Al- 
fred Koch, O.S.B., Archabbot St. Vin- 
cent’s, Latrobe, Pennsylvania, received 
the perpetual vows Sister Maria Dobry- 
zinski, Sister Agnes Jean Lavin, and Sis- 
ter Jerome Eustace; and the triennial 
vows Sister Anthony Ames, Sister 
Lois Marie Bulisiak, Sister Maura 
Sitterle, Sister Mary Jane 
Sister Mary Bernard Niebling, and Sister 
Christine Aaron. the same day 
the habit St. Benedict was given 
Miss Shirley Zimmer, Sister Ruth Ann; 
Miss Jane Hoffman, Sister Mary William; 
and Miss Mary Alice Tobin, Sister 
Maureen. Eight postulants entered the 
novitiate September 

September, St. Benedict Academy 
opened the latest Catholic unit the city 
Erie, pre-school for children ranging 
age three six years. high 
school was opened North East, Penn- 
sylvania, connection with St. Gregory’s 
parochial school. Also 
teacher was appointed for Cathedral Pre- 
paratory School Erie, which high 
school for boys staffed faculty com- 
posed diocesan clergy, Oblates St. 
Francis Sales, and religious four 
Sisterhoods. 

Representing the community the 
convention the Pennsylvania Catholic 
School Association, held Pittsburgh, 
October 20-23, were Sister Eileen, Sister 
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Marcia, Sister Mercedes, Sister Mary 
Alice, and Sister Etheldreda. Sister 
Mary Alice participated panel 
Commercial High Schools and Sister 
Etheldreda panel Reading the 
Primary Grades. 

Prayers are requested for Sister 
Pauline Senger, who died Oil City, 
Pennsylvania, May and Sister 
Catherine Dietzen, who died Sharon, 
Pennsylvania, August 


Fort Smith, Arkansas 


new mission field Arkansas was 
opened September when St. Joseph’s 
parish, Fayetteville, held open house 
acquaint the townspeople with their first 
Catholic school and the Benedictine Sis- 
ters Fort Smith who staff it. 

St. Anthony’s Hospital, Morrilton, 
Arkansas, conducted the Benedictine 
Sisters Fort Smith, being expanded 
the addition another floor and new 
wing order meet the increasing de- 
mands for larger Catholic hospital 
that section the state. 


Arkansas 


The community Holy Angels Con- 
vent concentrated training its members 
Gregorian Chant during the past sum- 
mer. number the Sisters attended 
five-weeks course conducted Miss 
Marie Pierik, the invitation the 


Most Reverend Albert 


Bishop Little Rock. After completing 
the course under Miss Pierik, Sister Leo- 
narda and Sister Modesta attended the 
national session the Gregorian Institute 
America, held Fontbonne College, 
St. Louis, Missouri. They were awarded 
the Bachelor Music degree jointly 
granted the Gregorian Institute and 
the University Montreal. 


Minot, North Dakota 


The Most Reverend Vincent Ryan, 
Bishop Bismarck, laid the cornerstone 
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the new Sacred Heart Convent, 
ber 24. 

November 16-17 the Abbot Pri- 
mate, the Right Reverend Bernard Kae- 
lin, O.S.B., was guest Sacred Heart 
Convent. 


Mount Angel, Oregon 


Sister Gregory Kelly, Mt. Angel 
Women’s College, received the degree 
Doctor Education from Oregon State 
College June. Scholasticism the 
United States and Its Relation American 
Higher Education was the title her 
thesis. 

the end the first semester, Sister 
Miriam Carpenter received her master’s 
degree with major education from 
St. Louis University, where she held 
fellowship the department education. 


Norfolk, Nebraska 


The Mother General the Missionary 
Benedictine Sisters Immaculata Con- 
vent missions East, West, 
and South Africa. She reports crying 
need for more Sisters. 

their first year work Japan, the 
Benedictine Sisters have kindergarten 
with enrollment more than one 
hundred. 


Pittsburgh, 


Laying the cornerstone for the new 
$700,000 St. Benedict’s Academy took 
August 15. The Reverend 
Charles Wiessman, chaplain the Aca- 
demy, officiated the ceremony, and the 
address was given the Rev. Vernon 
Gallagher, C.S.Sp., vice-president 
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh. 

Diocesan Vocation Workshop was 
held Central Catholic High School, 
Pittsburgh, July 1-2. Sister Bernarda 
was one the speakers. Sister Pauline 


has been appointed editor Vocation 
Chats, the Pittsburgh Diocesan Vocation 
Bulletin, issued monthly from the office 
the Diocesan Director Vocations. 

Sister Louise gave talk entitled, 
the Catholic Educational Association 
Pennsylvania, held Pittsburgh, Oc- 
tober 23. 

Present the first meeting the Sac- 
red Science Section the newly estab- 
lished Benedictine Academy, held 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, August 30-Sep- 
tember were Sister Louise, Sister 
Augusta, and Sister Bernarda. 


Ridgely, Maryland 


Prayers are requested for the Reverend 
Mother Margaret Mary, who died July 
Mother Margaret Mary was superior 
St. Gertrude’s Convent from 1920 until 
1944, when she resigned account 
illness. 

Among the delegates the Catholic 
Commercial Association convention 
New York City last June were Sister 
Edith and 

Sisters who attended summer sessions 
were follows: Sister Alberta and Sister 
Immaculata, Villanova College, Phila- 
delphia; Sister Anselma, Sister Antoinette, 
Sister Edith, Sister Gabriel, Sister Miriam 
Ruth, Sister Assumpta, Sister Jeannette, 
and Sister Carmelita, Seton Hall College, 
South Orange, New Jersey. 

During July Sister Dolores, Sister 
Dorothy, and Sister Ignatia conducted 
religious vacation schools Milford, 
Delaware, for the children Milford 
and Rehoboth. 

Sister Loyola received the Choir Mas- 
ter’s Certificate from the Gregorian Insti- 
tute America, held St. Louis, 
Missouri, last August. 

Sister Alberta and Sister Edith attend- 
the Library Section the Benedictine 


Page Forty-five 


lary 
ster 
ister 
ister 
ron, 
first 
Sis- 
nded 
de- 
Con- 
sum- 
nded 
Miss 
the 
eting 
Leo- 
the 
llege, 
and 
stone 


Academy held Delbarton School, Mor- 
ristown, New Jersey. 


St. Foseph, Minnesota 


Symbols the Ten Commandments, 
recently published the Catechetical 
Guild St. Paul, Minnesota, are the 
work Sister Justina, eighty-five-year- 
old artist the Convent St. Benedict. 

Results research done the Institu- 
tum Divi Thomae during the past two 
summers Sister Nivelle the Convent 
St. Benedict have been accepted for 
publication the periodical, Cancer Re- 
search. 

Three Sisters the Convent St. 
Benedict left August for Humacao, 
Puerto Rico, where they opened small 
mission and are teaching the elementary 
grades. They are Sister Jeanette, for- 
mer professor Spanish the college; 
Sister Agnes, St. Raphael’s Home for 
the Aged St. Cloud; and Sister Adeline, 
Our Lady Dolors School, Albany, 
Minnesota. 

the September number the quar- 
terly, Thought, Sister Mariella cited 
having made the best study date the 
mysticism the French novelist, Berna- 
nos. mystical side Bernanos has 
been done best Sister Mariella Gable, 
O.S.B., ‘Arrows the Center’,” accord- 
ing Helmut Hatzfeld, head the 
romance language department the 
Catholic University America. The 
Catholic Digest and Today, popular Cath- 
olic periodicals, carry articles Sister 
Mariella October issues. 


Sturgis, South Dakota 


St. Martin’s Convent was host the 


Abbot Primate, the Right Reverend 
Bernard Kaelin, O.S.B., November 20, 


Yankton, South Dakota 


The South Dakota Catholic Hospital 
Association, which was formed last May, 
had its first annual meeting October 16-17 
the new Benet Home for Nurses, Sacred 
Heart Hospital, Yankton. The fourteen 
Catholic hospitals the state sent repre- 
sentatives the meeting, which was pre- 
sided over Reverend Mother Jerome, 
vice-president. The Most Reverend Wil- 
liam Brady, Bishop Sioux Falls, 
president the association. 

October 17-18 the South Dakota 
State Hospital Association also met 
the same place. Sister Radegund, who 
was president for the year 1948, presided 
the sessions. 

Reverend Mother Jerome and Sister 
Teresa met with group Mount Marty 
alumnae Sioux Falls, October 23, for 
the purpose forming local unit 
Mount Marty Alumnae there. 

The anti-garb law affects Sisters 
Sacred Heart Convent inasmuch the 
school Richardton, North Dakota, 
public school. During the depression 
the parish school there, both grade and 
high school, was converted into public 
school the better serve the interests 
all the people the community and ad- 
joining districts. 

Sister Desideria pursuing graduate 
study the field Nursing Education 
St. Louis University. Sister Ruth 
working chemistry Marquette Uni- 
versity, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Six other 
Sisters are working for the bachelor de- 
gree various women’s colleges. 
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Sister Imocene O.S.B. 


The June number Thought carried 
article Sister Jarome Keeler, en- 
titled “The Curriculum Catholic 

Summer session students and the Sis- 
ters the community heard talk vo- 
cations the Most Reverend Joseph 
Marling, C.PP.S., Auxiliary Bishop 
Kansas City, June 24. 

The fourth annual community picnic 
was held again this year July the 
convent grounds. Refreshment stands 
were named honor famous shrines 
Our Lady and St. Anne, and inter- 
vals during the evening traditional hymns 
each shrine were heard. program 
included Independence Day farce com- 
posed Sister Paula Howard, reading 
Sister Mary William Harrington, and 
three choral numbers, among which was 
“Ave Maria” Sister Chrysostom Kop- 
pes. Sister Mary Matthew Nowacek 
was master ceremonies. 

July the Solemnity St. Bene- 
dict was marked solemn high Mass 
and Pontifical Vespers. The Reverend 
Francis Broderick, O.S.B., newly appoint- 
college chaplain, was celebrant, with 
the Reverend Aloysius Kropp, 
deacon; and Frater Alphonse Berning, 
subdeacon. Brother Paul Mein- 
hardt, O.S.B., was master ceremonies. 
the afternoon the Right Reverend 
Cuthbert McDonald, O.S.B., officiated 
solemn Vespers and Benediction. was 
assisted the Reverend David Kinish, 
Father Aloysius, Frater Alphonse, 
and Frater Hilary Heim, O.S.B., well 
members St. Benedict’s Abbey 


who participated cantors and servers. 

Among those who took comprehensive 
examinations major fields July were 
Sister Leander Cogan, biology; Sister An- 
nette Bechler, Sister DeChantal Erpeld- 
ing, and Sister Stephania Fox, English; 
Sister Emma Marie Pickman and Sister 
Mary Magdalene Heitlinger, history; 
Sister Leocadia Bueltel and Sister Dolori- 
Hofer, home economics; Sister Mary 
Damian Boeding and Sister Pulcheria 
Lager, mathematics. 

The Most Reverend George Donnel- 
ly, Bishop Kansas City Kansas, 
ceremonies August The novices 
who made triennial vows were Sister 
Scholastica Schuster, Sister Rosalia Mar- 
nett, Sister Mary Benet Obear, Sister 
Mary Cecile Ihle, and Sister Laetitia 
Chavez. Postulants clothed the habit 
that day were Miss Margaret Vrtiska, 
Sister Mary Walter; Miss Eleanor Smith, 
Sister Mary Colman; Miss Natalie Eng- 
ler, Sister Mary Nicole; Miss Mary Keat- 
ing, Sister Mary Jarlath; Miss Mildred 
Vey, Sister Mary Beata; and Miss There- 
Scheuren, Sister Mary Thaddeus. 

August 15, the Right Reverend 
Cuthbert McDonald, O.S.B., Abbot 
St. Benedict’s, received the perpetual 
vows Sister Mary Ernest Havlik, Sister 
Madeline Ohlinger, and Sister Mary 
Maud Foote. 

Present for the profession ceremony 
were the Reverend Bernard Foote, 
the Reverend Thomas Havlik, O.S.B., 
and the Reverend Bernard Havlik. The 
Right Reverend Cuthbert McDonald, 
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S.B., and the Reverend Daniel Schuster, 
O.S.B., were present the reception. 

More than two thousand children were 
enrolled religious vacation schools 
taught Benedictine Sisters Mount 
St. Scholastica seven different dioceses. 
The Kansas City Kansas diocese was 
served Sisters Melania and Candida 
Bendena, Sisters Theodosia and Hilary 
Coal Creek, Sisters Bernadette and 
Susanne Doniphan, Sisters Sabina, 
Sara, Mercedes, Ositha, and Eileen 
Edgerton-Gardner, Sisters Fara andAlexia 
Everest, Sisters Ignatia and Generosa 
Fairview, Sisters Agnese and Mary 
William Hiawatha, Sisters Mercedes 
and Fabian Hartford, Sisters Agilberta 
and Ita Olathe, Sisters Basilia and 
Mary Conrad Perry, Sisters Sabina and 
Benno Summerfield, Sisters Mary 
Clare, Patricia, and Aimee Troy, Sis- 
ters Humiliata and Verona Waterville- 
Irving, Sisters Emerita and Mary Pius 
Wheaton, Sisters Opportuna and Sy- 
billa Marysville. 

the Salina Diocese Sisters Catherine 
and Nepomucene taught the school 
Belleville and Sisters Agilberta, Lamber- 
tine, and Mary Arthur the one Hano- 
ver. 

Three schools were conducted the 
Kansas City diocese: Sarcoxie Sisters 
Mary Clare and Mary Linus, Clinton 
Sisters Antonina, Sienna, and Mary Ken- 
neth, and Springfork Sisters Adelgund 
and Ruthanna. Two other Missouri 
schools were the St. Joseph Diocese: 
Stanberry, taught Sisters Huberta and 
Mary Stephen, and Ewing, Sisters 
Longina and Martha. 

the Lincoln, Nebraska Diocese, Sis- 
ters Theodosia and Demetria taught 
Burchard, Sisters Joanna and Eulalia 
Table Rock, Sisters Justina and Frances 
Marie Tecumseh, Sisters Catherine and 
Cassilda Cortland, Sisters Mary Hope 
and Luca Beatrice, Sisters Clementia, 
Viola, and Avila Steinauer. 
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The Pueblo Diocese offers large field 
for this type mission work. Schools 
taught the Benedictines there are 
follows: LaJara, Sisters Placida, Mary 
Grace, Julitta, Vita and Mary Lourdes; 
Junta, Sisters Perpetua, Appolonia, 
Leona, and Fides; Monte Vista, Sisters 
Placida, Julitta, Vita, and Hortense; 
Romeo, Sisters Judith and Aleidis; Las 
Mesitas and San Rafael, Sisters Ludmilla 
and Rosetta; San Anton, Sisters Consola- 
Mary George; Swink, Sisters Appo- 
lonia and Leona; Labatos, Sisters Mary 
Ellen and Mellita; Ortiz, Sisters Mary 
James and Terence; Espinoza, Sisters 
Amalia and Irmaline; Aguilar and its mis- 
sions, Sisters Cordula and Walburg; Del 
Carbon, Sisters Ermalinda and Artemia; 
Tioga and Veta, Sisters Lilliosa and 
Mary Norbert; North Veta, Sisters Appo- 
lonia and Ermalinda; Walsen, Sisters 
Bertrand and Walburg. 

Denver the Sisters stationed St. 
Cajetan’s conduct vacation school there 
and Our Lady Victory Center. This 
summer Sister Irmaline and Sister Elaine 
also taught the new parish Our Lady 
Guadalupe. 

Sister Eva Halasey and Sister Kathleen 
Brazzel represented Mount St. Scholastica 
College Workshop Vocational 
Guidance and Higher Education Loret- 
Heights College, Denver, Colorado, 
late August. 

Early August saw two new missions 
depart for California. Sister Catherine 
Weber, Sister Stephania Fox, Sister Vera 
Glynn, and Sister Mary Hope Couhig 
went National City; and Sister Bene- 
dicta Howe, Sister Mary Vincent Derks, 
Sister Mary Thomas Furst, and Sister 
Colette Smith went Chula Vista. Both 
schools are the San Diego diocese. 
When Sister Catherine became ill Sep- 
tember, she was replaced Sister Alice 
Ann Kieffe the Coronado mission. 
Sister Mary Bride Gormley went 
Coronado that time accompanied 
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Sister Rosemary Hogan. Christmas 
time two new members were sent out 
these missions, Sister Valeria Willems 
Chula Vista and Sister Marietta Eggert 
National City. 

special mission was undertaken 
Sister Helen Sullivan and Sister Mary 
Theresa Brentano when they went St. 
Scholastica Academy, Covington, Louisi- 
ana, for the year. They are serving 
administrators and teachers the acade- 
while offering college courses ex- 
tension from Loyola University some 
the Sisters that community. 

Sister Agnes Haganey and Sister Cle- 
ment Marie Hoffmans had the opportuni- 
during summer session the Uni- 
versity Wisconsin study with Peter 
Wilhousky, choral conductor and com- 
poser New York City, and Dean Dixon, 
famous conductor the American Youth 
Orchestra. 

Representing the diocesan National 
Catholic Music Educators Association 
Sister Geraldine Jacobs accompanied Sis- 
ter Dorothy, S.C.L., the St. Mary Col- 
lege, Xavier, Great Bend, Kansas, 
September for meeting the Executive 
Board. 

Sister Mary Janice Egan joined the 
college faculty instructor speech and 
dramatics, following graduate work 
this field the Catholic University 
America. 

Sister Augusta Parle, subprioress 
Mount St. Scholastica Convent, flew 
Mexico City September 23, with Sister 
Anthony Payne, official representa- 
tive the community the interests 
the foundation there. With Sister Mil- 
she visited Archbishop 
Martinez, presenting letter applica- 
tion for the establishment Benedic- 
tine foundation Mexico, and also nego- 
tiated for property view the new 
convent. 

Attending the State meeting Deans 
and Registrars Emporia, Kansas, Oc- 


tober were Sister Immaculata Kramer 
and Sister Kathleen Brazzel. 

October 10, Sisters and students 
heard the Most Reverend Edwin 
O’Hara, Bishop Kansas City, recount 
his recent trip Europe and pilgrimage 
Rome the cause canonization 
Pope Pius 

Sister Suitberta Wahlmeier, president 
the Conejos County Teachers Associa- 
tion, presided the annual meeting 
Antonito, Colorado, October 16. 

Sister Florence Feeney, accompanied 
Sister Regina Baska, attended meet- 
ing the Midwest Unit the Catholic 
Library Association, held October 
Cathedral High School, Denver, 
Colorado. member the executive 
council, Sister Florence reported the 
national meeting held Atlantic City 
last June. 

Sister Jerome Keeler, dean the col- 
lege, and Sister Ambrose Conway, prin- 
cipal the academy, attended the annual 
meeting the Kansas State Teachers 
Association Topeka, November 

regional meeting the Catholic 
School Press Association held the St. 
Mary College, Xavier, Kansas, November 
Sister Imogene Baker led round-table 
discussion “The Editorial Page.” 
Sister Teresa Ann Doyle and Sister Mary 
Urban Hansen also accompanied the 
student delegation. 

The Most Rev. Charles Buddy, 
D., Bishop San Diego, visited Mount 
St. Scholastica November 9-10. 
November celebrated Mass for the 
Sisters and students the St. Scholastica 
Chapel. 

November 14, Sister Mary Urban 
Hansen addressed the Catholic Press 
Council Kansas City their regular 
monthly meeting held Lillis High 
School. Her subject was the feature 
column the high-school paper. 

The Reverend Francis Broderick, O.S. 
B., college chaplain and professor 
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philosophy, represented Mount St. Scho- 
lastica regional meeting the Nati- 
onal Educational Association Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma, November 15-16. 

The Most Reverend Bernard Kaelin, 
O.S.B., Abbot Primate, was officially wel- 
comed the community Mount St. 
when was escorted the choir chapel 
the assembled Sisters. The communi- 
sang the Benedictus with its Antiphon, 
after which the Abbot Primate read the 
prayers and bestowed the Papal Benedic- 
tion. The Abbot Primate was accom- 
panied the Reverend Hugh Farrington, 
O.S.B., his secretary, and assisted the 
Reverend David Kinish, O.S.B., and the 
Reverend Francis Broderick, O.S.B. 
this occasion visited the Reverend 
Mother Lucy Dooley her room and 
other members the community who 
were The Abbot Primate assisted 
Matins with the Community, after which 
was dinner guest with the Right 
Reverend Cuthbert McDonald, Abbot 
St. Benedict’s. 

December the Abbot Primate 
sang high Mass the choir chapel, assist- 
Father Francis and the Reverend 
Angelus Lingenfelser, O.S.B. 

informal meeting with the Com- 
munity was arranged for December 
after dinner with Abbot Cuthbert, Father 
Hugh, and Father Francis. The Abbot 
Primate delivered his personal message 
the Sisters, and asked Father Hugh 
tell something the Benedictines 
Rome and recent encyclicals touching 
Benedictine life. Each the Sisters 
was introduced the Abbot Primate, 
and had the opportunity speak with 
him. 

The feast the Immaculate Concep- 
tion December was the occasion for 
pontifical high Mass, celebrated the 
Abbot Primate the St. Scholastica 
Chapel. Abbot Cuthbert was also pre- 
sent the sanctuary. The celebrant 
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was assisted the Reverend David 
Kinish, O.S.B., presbyter assistant; the 
Reverend Florian Demmer, O.S.B., and 
the Reverend Sebastian Weissenberger, 
O.S.B., deacons honor; the Reverend 
Aloysius Kropp, O.S.B., deacon; and the 
Reverend Francis Broderick, O.S.B., sub- 
deacon. Masters ceremonies were the 
Reverend Paschal Pretz, O.S.B., and 
Frater Harold Watson, O.S.B., with sing- 
ing directed the Reverend Anselm 
Llewellyn, O.S.B. Servers were Scholas- 
tics from the abbey. 

the afternoon the same day, fol- 
lowing program welcome the stu- 
dents, the Abbot Primate presided 
Pontifical Vespers. Besides the assisting 
clergy the morning services, the follow- 
ing served cantors: Father Anselm and 
Fraters Fidelis Forrester, O.S.B., Camil- 
lus Wurtz, O.S.B., and Wilfrid Fangman, 
O.S.B. The Abbot Primate bestowed 
the Papel Benediction after Vespers, 
well after the Pontifical Mass that 
morning. 

Winter reception novices and pro- 
fession triennial vows were held this 
year December 22, with the Most 
Reverend George Donnelly officiating. 
Bishop Donnelly was assisted the Rev- 
erend David Kinish, O.S.B., 
Reverend Francis Broderick, O.S.B. 

Those who made vows for three years 
were Sister Mary Aidan Murphy, Sister 
Bridget Kelliher, Sister Mary Roger 
Schreiner, Sister Mary Gilbert Gregory, 
Sister Mary Martin Taylor, Sister Natha- 
niel Von Tersch, Sister Mary Noel Wal- 
ter, Sister Ephrem Gonzales, and Sister 
Consilia Meyer. 

new name and the Benedictine habit 
were bestowed upon the following: Mary 
Margaret Walsh, Sister Mary Brian; 
Joan Greathouse, Sister Gertrude; Eliza- 
beth Grachek, Sister Mary Barthol; 
Marilyn L’Ecuyer, Sister Mary 
Beverly Tobin, Sister Bettina; Dorothy 
Mattson, Sister Matilda; Loretta Werns- 
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man, Sister Euthalia; Martha Manchego, 
Sister Mary Guadalupe; Sally Muniz, 
Sister Kateri; Phyllis Kinen, Sister Philo- 
thea; Nina O’Neil, Sister Mary Cosmas; 
Frances Knightley, Sister DeMontfort; 
and Jean Moran, Sister Mary Finian. 

The occasion being the first feast St. 
Frances Xavier Cabrini, His Excellency 
said the Mass her honor for the special 
intention the Reverend Mother Lucy 
Dooley. 

Present the sanctuary were the Most 
Reverend Leo Arkfeld, Bishop New 
Guinea; the Right Reverend Cuthbert 
McDonald, O.S.B.; the Reverend Andrew 
Green, O.S.B.; the Reverend Edward 
Roberts Westphalia, Kansas; the Rev- 
erend Ralph Liebst, C.SS.R., McAlester, 
Oklahoma; and the Reverend William 
Beuhman, O.S.B., Maryville, Missouri. 

Acolytes were Fraters Kevin Horigan, 
Harold Watson, Bertrand LaNoue, and 
Camillus Wurtz. 

The conventual Mass the Choir 
Chapel December was celebrated 
the Most Reverend Leo Arkfeld, 
Bishop New Guinea, who was guest 
for the feast. 

Full Christmas liturgy included Matins 
10:30 p.m., followed Midnight Mass 
and Lauds, with the second and third 
Masses following Tierce Christmas 
morning. The Reverend David Kinish, 
was celebrant the Masses for 
the community. special privilege, 
the Right Reverend Cuthbert McDonald, 
celebrated his second and third 
Masses for Mother Lucy her room. 

Acolytes for Matins were Sister Celine 
Goodwin and Sister Clement Marie Hoff- 
mans. Cantors were Sister James Marie 
Heiney, Sister DePazzi Mispagel, Sister 
Mary Austin Schirmer, Sister Simone 
Watson, Sister Mary Urban Hansen, and 
Sister Mary Janice Egan. Those who 
lessons for the three nocturns were 
Sister Rosemary Hogan, Sister Alfted 
Schroll, Sister Valeria Willems, Sister 
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Raphaela Schmiedeler, Sister Romana 
Farrell, Sister Mildred Knoebber, Sister 
Geraldine Jacobs, Sister Roberta Mellin- 
ger, Sister Imogene Baker, Sister Patricia 
Ann Donegan, Sister Chrysostom Koppes, 
and Sister Evangeline Green. 

Attending the meetings the National 
Association Schools Music and the 
Music Teachers National De- 
cember 27-January were Sister Karlene 
Hoffmans and Sister Chrysostom Koppes. 
The meetings were held the Stevens 
Hotel Chicago. 

Three new missionaries the founda- 
tion Mexico City left during the Christ- 
mas holidays. Sister Simone Watson 
and Sister Mary Carmen Marshall accom- 
panied Sister Mildred Knoebber and Sis- 
ter Vianney Kaiser when they returned 
the mission December Janu- 
ary Sister Victorine Knoebber was 
accompanied Sister Mary Gerald 
Markiewicz. 

Sister Anthony Payne, who was 
member the original mission band 
Mexico City 1944, returned January 
rejoin the staff Mount St. Scholastica 
College professor biology. 

The Most Reverend George Donnelly 
received the perpetual vows ten young 
Benedictines January when offi- 
ciated the traditional ceremonies. His 
Excellency was assisted the Reverend 
David Kinish, O.S.B., and the Reverend 
Francis Broderick,O.S.B. The Right Rev- 
erend Cuthbert McDonald, O.S.B., and 
the Reverend Patrick O’Shea, O.S.B., 
were the sanctuary. 

Those making final profession were 
Sister Mary Arthur Eckstein, Sister Nor- 
Honz, Sister Charitas Walter, Sister 
Geneva O’Neil, Sister Sophie Glenski, 
Sister Mary Joyce Meyers, Sister Rosina 
Baumgartner, Sister Irmina Miller, Sister 
Kevin Taylor, and Sister Mary Clarence 
Jung. 

Since November the Reverend 
Mother Lucy Dooley has been confined 
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her room, and for several weeks was 
dangerously ill. She received the Sacra- 
ment Extreme Unction and Viaticum 
November 14, and since then she has 
gradually recovered her strength. Mother 
Lucy had received Extreme Unction 
previous illness October 

The Most Reverend George Donnelly 
announced January that the Bene- 
dictine Sisters Mount St. Scholastica 
will staff the new Donnelly Community 
College Kansas City, Kansas, 
opened next September. According 
further announcements, made the 
Reverend Mother Lucy Dooley, Sister 
Jerome Keeler appointed dean the 
new college, and Sister Anthony Payne, 
recently returned from Mexico City, 
and Sister Maurine Sullivan, now 
Fordham University, will members 
the teaching staff. the same time 
Mother Lucy appointed Sister Alfred 
Schroll dean studies and Sister Kath- 
leen Brazzel dean women Mount 
St. Scholastica College. 

the invitation group scholars 
interested mediaeval research, Sister 
Alfred Schroll will spend several months 
New York and Washington libraries, 
working the commentaries the Rule 
St. Benedict 1600. Her task 
contribution the cooperative study 
Mediaeval and Renaissance Latin 
Translations and Commentaries 
published two volumes, under the 
auspices the following: The Renais- 
sance Committee the American Coun- 
cil Learned Societies, the Mediaeval 
Academy America, and the American 
Philological Association. 

January four candidates joined 
the novitiate. They are Bernadette 
Schmelzle, Seneca, Kansas; Rita Stuever, 
Blackwell, Oklahoma; Theresa Dissler, 
Walsenburg, Colorado; and Mary Jane 
Dempsey, Blaine, Kansas. 

The annual Forty Hours Devotion was 
held the St. Scholastica Chapel Janu- 
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ary 14-16. The Reverend Francis Bro- 
derick, O.S.B., was celebrant the 
Masses Friday and Saturday; the 
Very Reverend Mark Merwick, O.S.B., 
celebrated the Mass Sunday and de- 
livered the sermon. Clerics and students 
from St. Benedict’s served acolytes 
and canopy-bearers. 

Sister Florence Feeney, librarian 
Mount St. Scholastica College, attended 
the midwinter meeting the Catholic 
Library Association Chicago, January 
21-22. member the Executive 
Council, Sister Florence met with this 
group plan the national meeting 
held Detroit during Easter week. 


THE PAX BENEDICTINA 


was old before you thought it: 
Furrows grained soil, 
Fruit had sprung 
Whose shade had cradled hearts 
Wherein was writ 
This canticle 
Which you have sung. 
was old before you wrote down: 
laving flame burn 
Srange worlds away; 
warm dark voids 
Where lambs would lie 
And lions turn 
Within the Shepherd’s way. 
was old before you drove 
The sharp-edged sword 
And carved your name eternally 
near Mine that history writes, 
Dei.” 
Sister Pierre, 
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The Book Genesis: Trans. from the Original 
Languages with Critical Use All the Ancient 
Sources Members the Catholic Biblical 
Association America. Paterson, N.J.: St. 
Anthony Guild Press, 1948. Pp. vi, 130. $1.00. 


During the past half century both 
Catholic and non-Catholic scholars study- 
ing pre-Christian civilization have made 

eat strides determining the customs, 
anguages and religions the era. This 
progress, the field arche- 
ology and philology, has contributed sub- 
stantially better understanding 
and renewed interest the Bible. 

Unfortunately, the rationalistic school 
thought, denying divine inspiration, 
misinterpreted many the facts. 
these falsehoods, the popes, the 
custodians the Sacred Writings, issued 
encyclicals and apostolic letters outlining 
the Catholic position. Besides urging 
Catholic scholars use the recent dis- 
promote the correct under- 
standing the Scriptures, the popes also 
requested the bishops the entire world 
tomake the Bible more available the 
Catholic laity. 

America, the Episcopal Committee 
ofthe Confraternity Christian Doctrine 
the appeal the Holy See 
sponsor new translation 
Bible into the vernacular. The 
translating was entrusted mem- 
the Catholic Biblical Association 
Many readers the Bene- 
Review are acquainted with the 
the New Testament popularly 

own the Confraternity edition, 
published under the auspices this group. 

Recently the first volume the Old 
the book Genesis, has ap- 
Departing from previous trans- 

tions based the work St. Jerome, 

present one has been made directly 

the original Hebrew text. 

The average Catholic probably does 
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not realize the painstaking labor and 
scholarship involved publication 
this nature. For the translation the 
New Testament, accurate copies the 
original writings, least very large 
extent, were available. This not true 
for many passages the Old Testament, 
and the difficulties increase translat- 
ing from the earliest books, because the 
Hebrew language underwent transition. 
This difficulty can 
comparing Chaucerian English with our 
contemporary language. result, 
parts Genesis remain obscure the 
translator observes footnote the 
last thirteen verses chapter thirty. 

Since not within the scope this 
review dwell this point, let suffice 
recommend those interested the 

roblem, the excellent article, 
ing the Old Testament out the Original 
Languages,” the Rev. Edward 
Arbez, S.S., which was published the 
January 1945 issue The Catholic 
cal Quarterly. 

American Catholics will find the new 
translation very readable. and 
“yours” replace “thou” and “thine.” 
Verse eleven chapter one, for example, 
now reads: 

Then God said, the earth bring forth 
vegetation: seed-bearing plants fruit trees 
that bear fruit containing their And 
was. 

This verse was formerly worded follows: 

And said: Let the earth bring forth the 

herb, and such may seed, and the 
tree yielding fruit after its kind, which 
may have seed itself upon the earth. 

And was done. 

The translator has endeavored ren- 
der the Sacred Writings colloquial 
possible without detracting from their 
proper dignity sacrificing accuracy. 

Regarding the change contents, 
mild surprises are store, verse 
fifteen chapter three where God speak- 
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ing the serpent says: 


will put enmity between and the woman, 

between your seed and her seed; 

shall crush your head, 

and you shall lie wait for his heel. 

The old translation read: shall crush 
thy head, and thou shalt lie wait for 
her Catholic scholars are agreed 
that this verse refers primarily Jesus 
Christ. contains the first promise 
Redeemer. Undoubtedly our Blessed 
Mother plays important role the en- 
tire work redemption, but seconda- 
that her Son. 

The new translation also clarifies some 
important passages. For instance, verse 
one chapter twenty-two reads: “After 
these events God put Abraham test,” 
place these things, God tempt- 
Abraham.” 

This move the right direction, 
and leads hope that the translation 
the remainder the Old Testament 
can carried forward and completed 
reasonably soon. 

Rev. Theodore 


The Divine Comedy; 
Commentary. Patrick 

St. Louis and London: 
$6.00. 


Dante Theologian. 
Translation and 
Cummins, 
Herder, 1948. Pp. 604. 


This volume, the fruit long years 
love-inspired labor scholar Con- 
ception Abbey, owes its origin, the 
author explains, the encyclical with 
which Pope Benedict XV, 1921, marked 
the sixth centenary Dante’s death. 
The complete English text the encycli- 
cal, together with fifteen point sum- 
mary it, prefaces Father Cummins’ 
translation. 

Father Cummins has chosen follow 
Dante’s metrical scheme closely 
possible. This has involved the repro- 
duction English Dante’s unbroken 
eleven-syllable lines, with the accent 
the penult, and the rhyming these lines 
accordance with the intricate pattern 
the Italian rima. One eminent 
Dante commentator, Franz Hettinger, 
has declared the euphony this Italian 
verse form any transla- 
tion.” The reverend translator is, there- 
fore, congratulated both upon his 
courage undertaking task admittedly 
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difficult, and upon the degree 
cess that has attained. 

The translation followed valu- 
able commentary and very complete 
dictionary proper names. The com- 
mentary two parts. The first con- 
sists resumé the ten articles 
the first question the Summa St. 
Thomas interpreted Dante The 
Divine Comedy and pictured Raphael 
his painting, the Disputa. The second 
part arranged parallel columns. The 
one the right gives briefly, the first 
person, spoken Dante, the argu- 
ment each Canto. The spiritual com- 
mentary the column the left ex- 
plains the symbolic mystical sense 
which Dante’s lines are understood. 

The distinguished format the book 
greatly enhances its attractiveness. Asa 
piece fine bookmaking, Dante 
gian compares favorably with any volume 
that has come this reviewer’s notice 
during the past year. 

Sister Bernarda Brentano, 


The Seven Storey Mountain. Thomas 
Merton. New York: Harcourt, Brace Co., 
1948. Pp. 429. $3.00. 


reduce the various isms their 
common denominator, might said 
that the battle between the spiritual and 
the material continues joined today 
has been for centuries. Today, how- 
ever, the crisis appears graver for Christi- 
anity than ever because within the 
last century the concept materialism 
has been given form and content and 
apostolic fervor brilliant deluded 
writer. addition, modern science has 
placed the disposal the powers 
evil the means crush Christianity 
ruthlessly. Marx saw the world about 
him the efforts man develop the 
dustrial revolution and the humanism 
the into something ap- 
earthly paradise. What 

did his dialectic was define the 
goal this eddying undercurrent and 
give logical direction. 

not without significance that 
the hundredth anniversary the Com- 
munist Manifesto work such Thomas 
Merton’s Seven Storey Mountain should 
published and receive widespread 
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acclaim. Where Marx popularized 
man-centered philosophy life, Merton 
has put forward eloquent argument for 
God-centered one. 


Merton had done only this, even 
though elegant and convincing 
manner, his book would laudable but 
not outstanding. But has done more. 
Without watering down the content 
has presented for consumption vast 
reading public book the interior life 
that introduces the great majority sym- 
pathetically realm supernatural 
endeavor hitherto never appreciated 
them. has given moving auto- 
biography that exposes most humbly 
the world the stony path his own spir- 
itual journey the walls Trappist 
monastery Kentucky after having been 
engulfed the bald materialism the 
roaring Twenties and the depressing 
Thirties and after having toyed briefly 
with the theories the chief architect 
materialism himself. 


may be, some have argued, that 
Merton still relatively novice the 
art contemplation; that some his 
spiritual life may not 
the result seasoned and completely 
stabilized outlook religious living 
irreligion. Merton’s merits, 
however, lie not the efficacy his book 
apologia for the contemplative 
Rather succeeds, this review- 
opinion, giving the reader stimulus 
todo further reading and discussing and 
reflecting effort experience some- 
thing what Merton glowingly de- 
his work. 


Merton incidentally gives support 
the Holy Father’s recent plea Mediator 
Dei for better and more vigorous spiri- 
tual life through reading and reflection. 
tells that there only one voca- 
tion the call perfection. 


Whether you teach live the cloister 
nurse the sick, whether you are religion 
out it, married single, matter who 
you are what you are, you are called 
the summit perfection: you are called 
deep interior perhaps even mystical 
prayer, and pass the fruits your con- 
templation others. 


Merton’s book particularly apropos 
for the Christian layman. who 
moves through life the same frame- 


work that prompted even highly-gifted 
man hundred years ago reduce the 
meaning life simple formula 
the purely physical. for this group 
that Merton’s message can strike home 
the deepest. this group whose 
thoughts must reoriented back 
the completely theocentric idea living 
the world cast off the scars cen- 
turies bludgeoning by. the contrary 
concept. And only prayer and 
thought can this escape made and the 
battle eventually won. 


This young Trappist has taken the un- 
initiated the ways supernatural liv- 
ing step closer the desired goal, 
step farther from the maws material- 
ism. But let hope that signifies 
general reawakening that will enable 
take the initiative away from the 
enemies God and turn back the tide 
calculated materialism the very 
eve its triumph. 


Edward Henry 


Ways Confucius and Christ. Dom 
Pierre-Célestin (Lou Tseng-Tsiang); trans. 
Michael Derrick. London: Burns Oates, 1948. 
Pp. 140. 10s 6d. 


Dom Pierre-Célestin (Lou Tseng-Tsi- 
ang) his book memories and reflec- 
tions insists that his whole life has been 
vocation, more properly, series 
vocations. His diplomatic training, 
long political career the Courts 
Europe, happy though childless married 
life, his call Catholicism and the 
Order St. Benedict, his elevation the 
priesthood and the dignity abbot, 
and his latest call rather recall 
his native land apostle Christiani- 
the New China all have been the 
result his conformity Providence; 
none his own deliberate seeking. 


After studying the Chinese classics un- 
der private tutors, Lou Tseng-Tsiang 
was sent the school foreign languages 
Shanghai where specialized 
French. This training led him his 
twenty-second year, 1893, St. Peters- 
burg, Russia, interpreter. There 
was trained diplomacy under 
several Chinese chiefs, the first whom 
was Shu King-Shen, man prohet- 
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vision, who gave him the following 
advice: 

The strength Europe not found 

the course your career you will 
have occasion study the Christian religion. 
comprehends various branches and societies. 
Take the most ancient branch that religion, 
that which goes back most nearly its origins. 
Enter into it. Study its doctrine, practise 
its commandments, observe its government, 
closely follow all its works. And later on, 
when you have ended your career, perhaps 
will have the opportunity still 
arther. this most branch, 
choose the most ancient you can 
so, enter into also. Make yourself its 
follower, and study the interior life which 
must the secret it. When you have 
understood and won the secret that life, 
when you have the heart and the 
strength the Christ, bring them 
and give them China. 


The ways Confucius led our author 
develop progressively the intellec- 
tual, moral, and religious spheres accord- 
ing the Natural law. Filial piety and 
the practice family virtues produce 
fidelity the good Chinese. This 
shown first the home, then broader 
society, and finally the strenuous duties 
public life. Lou Tseng-Tsiang suffer- 
with his native land, which underwent 
during his public career foreign lands, 
the death throes the old imperialistic 
regime, and the birth pangs the New 
China. True his Chinese instinct and 
training, endured silence, whenever 
saw the vast Chinese empire with its 
ancient culture unknown, unappreciated 
and even belittled arrogant Europeans. 

Dom Pierre-Célestin sees China ripe 
for the harvest souls. views 
the logical outcome the missionary 
impetus given the world Pius and 
our present Holy Father, Pius XII. 
His Eminence Cardinal Tien, the first 
native China created member 
the College Cardinals, with the 
approval the Holy Father visited the 
Abbey Saint-André, near Bruges, Bel- 
gium, and invited Dom Pierre-Célestin 
return China. 

Knowing well the oriental mind and 
the present conditions his country, Dom 
Pierre-Célestin predicts great progress 
the half-century come. 
ciples Confucius have held the Chinese 
the observance the Natural law; their 
pure and strong family life 
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with its social virtues constitute healthy 
stem upon which Christ may readily 
grafted. 

Toward the end his treatise, Dom 
Pierre-Célestin gives few words calcu- 
lated reveal the workings the oriental 
pagan mind missionaries. 

Combining himself both oriental and 
occidental cultures, not Dom Pierre- 
Célestin miniature Christian world? 
Will not stand like Cedar Lebanon 
the Christian China that come?* 

Sister Eva Halasey, 


Treasury Russian Spirituality. 
Fedotov. New York: Sheed and Ward, 
1948. Pp. xvi, 501. $6.50. 


the Catholic who only superficial- 
conversant with the historicity and 
spirituality the Russian Orthodox 

hurch Treasury Russian Spiritu- 
ality the way being revelation. 
The word orthodoxy has the sound the 
forbidding austerity ascetic ritual, and 
the Western mind, the connotation 
sometimes strong imply species 
occultism. This book will serve en- 
lighten the reader with regard the 
similarities which exist 
Russian Orthodox Church and the Roman 
Catholic Church their conceptions 
the spiritual ideal, and their ways 
fostering growth toward 
Stemming does from the common 
root apostolic Christianity, the Russian 
Church has preserved its evangelical 
heritage with remarkable purity and 
zeal, and addition has been enriched 
with numerous saints, the flowering 
deep and lasting piety. 

his preface the book, Fedotov, 
authority Orthodoxy, gives brie 
history the Russian Church, from its 
Byzantine origins the present. 
particularly interesting note the im- 
portant part played the Church 
the the politico-cultural 
life pre-Revolutionary Russia, the 
light subsequent events which have 
sought destroy the very source 
Russian greatness. 

The book itself collection the 
writings and about nine representative 


*While this review was press, was learned 
that Abbot Pierre-Célestin died Bruges. 
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holy men the Russian Orthodox 
Church. The first two, St. Theodosius 
and St. Sergius, are included the Ro- 
man calendar, since they lived before the 
schism which separated the Byzantine 
Church from the Roman, and were 
canonized according the Roman ritual. 
the five canonized saints included 
the book, all are typical the kenoticism 
which was much part the Russian 
spiritual ideal until the period” 
the eighteenth century. The remain- 
ing four writers are representative 
more individualistic types spiritual de- 
velopment. 


St. Theodosius and St. Sergius, 
kenoticism was social nature, taking 
the form abject humility, poverty and 
charity toward their disciples. St. Nilus 
Sorsky, who has been called the 
St. the embodiment the 
monastic tradition. readers familiar 
with the Rule St. Benedict, St. Nilus’ 
chapters the Monastic Rule give much 
light St. Benedict’s debt the early 
monastic fathers, especially St. 

asil. 


St. Tychon, whom the compiler terms 
Westernizing kenotic,” marks the en- 
trance eighteenth-century European 
into Russian theology. the 
details St. Tychon’s life, collected 
from his biographies and letters, find 
the first evidences trend toward the 
humanism which marks the writings 
later periods. St. Tychon interesting 
also because was most beloved 
saint modern Russia” and the inspira- 
tion for Dostoevsky’s staretz The 
Brothers Karamazov. 


The diary the Archpriest Avvakum, 
one the uncanonized writers, 
haps the most human piece writing 
book. reveals the extremes 
meekness and anger, humility and 
virtue and vice, through which 
its author’s very volatile nature led him. 
Despite the outspoken quality the 
the reader deeply impressed 
the simplicity faith with which 
Avvakum speaks his charismatic gifts 
and the frequent working miracles al- 
most they were quite the usual 
order nature. 


St. Seraphim represents the type 
mysticism with which Catholics are famil- 


iar such saints the Cure d’Ars and 
the Little Flower. His was the gift also 
startzy, personal spiritual guidance. 
This was practised particularly his 
formation the nuns the convent 
Diveyev. Remarkable also his devo- 
tion the Blessed Mother, under the 
title the Tenderness,” be- 
fore whose icon died. 

The writings anonymous holy 
man called “The Pilgrim” are 
longed account contemplative life 

ractised the devotees the 

which runs like thread gold 
through the whole texture Russian 
spiritual life. 

The two remaining masters ascet- 
icism whose works are included the 
Treasury are John Cronstadt and 
Father Alexander Yelchaninov, both 
whom are part our own century. The 
former remarkable for his zeal, which 
found expression prayer rather than 
the active apostolate, and his writings 
reflect the ardor his devotion litur- 
gical observance. The extracts from the 
diary Father Yelchaninov are gems 
spiritual discernment, arrived through 
lifetime self-examination. The read- 
will perhaps surprised finding 
deep spiritual truth expressed the 
modern idiom. our times, and 
his spiritual doctrine, vitalized deep 
and virile humanism, not unworthy 
comparison with that our own 
Father Gerald Vann. 

The Treasury Russian Spirituality 
book worthy its name. Fraught 
with the deep and rich reality holy 
lives, not volume for rapid reading. 
people, may well contribute much to- 
ward the understanding the destitu- 
tion modern Russia, deprived the 
inner core being which was her source 
life and growth political and cul- 
tural power well religious entity. 
addition, the book has much offer 
way help the Roman Catholic 
who would understand and appreciate 
the mentality the Russian Orthodox 
Church, with view the eventual heal- 
ing the schism that may again 
become with them “one Christ.” 


Sister Mary Urban Hansen, 
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Magnificent Man. Valentine Long, O.F. 
Paterson, N.J.: St. Anthony Guild Press, 
1948. Pp. xiii, 270. $2.50. 


Man, writes Father Long, magnifi- 
cent, not only because the marvels 
with which his Creator has endowed and 
surrounded him, but also because the 
infinitely greater supernatural marvels 
which are the foundations his Christian 
heritage. 

Magnificent Man compilation 
pamphlets previously published. The 
subjects discussed have been chosen be- 
cause they are familiar that 
often lose sight their tremendous spiri- 
tual significance. 

Father Long has written for the average 
layman, who, although may edu- 
cated, does not claim scholar; 
who wants read books which treat 
spiritual matters simply and directly, but 
who seldom meets with such book. 

The reader will find here some the 
ancient truths his religion brought 
his attention again, forcibly and clearly. 
The fact that informal expressions are 
sometimes used emphasize point will 
not detract from the layman’s interest. 
will like this type book. will 
understand it, and should therefore 
enabled better Catholic for hav- 
ing read it. 

Agnes Elizabeth Fay 


The Joy Serving God. Dom Basil Hemp- 
hill, London and St. Louis: Herder, 
1948. Pp. 194. $2.50. 


The Foy Serving God inspira- 
tional book, easy read, but somewhat 
difficult review. the reader has not 
hitherto acquired the practice having 
notebook hand when reading book 
spiritually, let him date the adoption 
this commendable habit with the perus- 
ing Dom Basil’s book. Apropos 
such notebook, Dom Basil says: “In 
this way can retain the honey have 
laboriously extracted and have readily 
accessible all times.” 

The foregoing are not idle words. The 
Foy Serving God testifies the fact 
that the author has practised what sug- 
gests. The volume replete with timely 
quotations, choice selections taken from 
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the Holy Scriptures and from masters 
the spiritual life. 

especially thought-provoking pas- 
sage the chapter referred above 
this: 


But should borne mind that study 
spiritual book one thing, and read 
Bernard admonishes try not much 
catch the meaning the relish what 
read, and because they not this 
that some strange actually find spir- 
itual reading dry. midst abundance 
they are dying spiritual starvation. 


the preface the author rightly claims 
little originality. His manner presen- 
tation, though, has definite appeal. 
stirs the embers age-old truths, 
flickering faintly our souls, and turns 
them glowing coals, whose warmth 
kindles our love and appreciation for our 
daily blessings and opportunities. 
another time the quickening sparks grow 
into flame which sears our consciences 
and incites examine the daily 
routine our lives negligently lived. 


The author answers pointedly the ques- 
tion why have not made progress 
commensurate with our opportunities. 
course the answer old time, 
because, our frail human nature being 
what is, must relearn the way after 
repeated relapses. 


Few books can heartily recom- 
mended for both public and private read- 
ing. will not agree, 
but article recent issue America, 
that for December 18, 1948, substantiates 
the lowlier view. “D-Day for Ariel,” 
Louis Doyle writing about art, but 
his thought can applied just well 
spiritual literature. 


Such expressions “horrors that simper 
from the altars haloed like God’s saints,” 
“characterless watercolors reproduced holy 
cards,” “gelatinous verses monthly 
zines,” hurled from the alpine heights 
horned anger will make the little ones 
Christ hug their esthetic heresies the tight- 
er. For these least they 
little simplicity, little fellow-feeling, 
little humor might help. But let’s not wean 
them pickle, heaven only knows what 
might abjure their errors for. 


Not everyone can read with profit such 
literature the Dark Night the Soul 


St. John the Cross; therefore let 
not strangle simple souls who must work 
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and God’s sunlight, condemn- 
ing books similar The Foy Serving 
God. Such works all souls can read and 
understand, and they practice the 
methods therein contained, they 
shall very near and dear God, even 


St. Paul, “hid with Christ 


Sister Florence Feeney, O.S.B. 


The Driving Forces Human Nature and 
Their Adjustment; Introduction the 
Psychology and Psychopathology Emotional 
Behavior and Volitional Control. Dom 
Thomas Verner Moore, Ph.D., M.D. New 

Grune Stratton, 1948. Pp. viii, 461. 


For some time had been known that 
Doctor Moore was contemplating revi- 
sion his 1924 book, Dynamic Psychol- 
ogy. been through several success- 
editions, but its author felt that the 
recent experimentation this field 
warranted detailed re- 
examination the material. The work 
has entailed almost complete rewriting, 
labor expended justifies the new 
title. 

The present work divided into seven 
comprising thirty-five chapters. 

art III, the description human emo- 
tional life, Part from which the book 
derives its name, and the last three 
chapters Part will readily recog- 
those familiar with the former 
work. 

Chapter Foci Development 
American Psychology,” summary 
the growth this aspect the pro- 

ess psychological science America 

one eminently able evaluate it. 
begins with the James-Lange theory 


the emotions and continues the con- 
temporary studies affective life, par- 
ticularly those done The Catholic Uni- 
versity America. 

Chapter IV, “The Unconscious,” has 
been completely rewritten the light 
case studies from the author’s own files— 
replacing those drawn from European 
literature his earlier book. 

All Part entirely new and shows 
the very close relationships existing be- 
tween intense emotional states and cer- 
tain physical disturbances gastric, car- 
diac, and sensory which until recently 
had not been associated with mental life. 

The chapters the psychology and 
philosophy will are the most satisfying 
treatment these difficult topics that 
has been this reviewer’s fortune dis- 
cover. many writers obviously avoid 
it. Others write around it, but here 
find simple facing the difficulties 
the problem the light thrown 
few valiant experimenters, and in- 
telligent interpretation scientific find- 
ings. 

Part VII devoted positive sug- 
gestions for attaining what philosophical 
writers would term the normal status 
man; and for avoiding what present-day 
psychiatrists designate 
neuroses.” 

Psychologist par excellence and truly 
spiritual scientist that is, Dom Moore 
closes this book offered American 
readers with challenge. calls upon 
the scientific laboratory justify the 
hope that the test tube which caused 
some turn away from Creator, may, 
before too long, help them find their 


way back. 
Sister Anne Cawley, 
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